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The Teacher’s Warrant 
By Elizabeth Brewster 


‘*Let him that heareth say, Come’’ 


How can I guide these little eager feet, 
When mine so oft have wandered from 
thy way? 

How can I dare thy wondrous truth repeat 
With lips so stained by sin, from day to day ? 

Yet, Lord, I heard thy loving voice say “Come”; 
And, having heard, how can I choose but tell 

Of him whose tender heart holds ample room 
For me, and for these little ones I love so well ? 

I have no wisdom. Thine is all complete, 
And thou dost bid the needy come to thee. 

I come, and bring these children to thy feet. 
Receive and bless them, Lord. Teach them 


—and me. 
Summit, N. J. 








Feeling, or Fact? 


Our relationship to our Christ is ‘a matter of fact, 


not of feeling. Our Lord has given us his word, ina 
proffered eternal covenant with us, that he is our Life, 
and that he will be with us always. If we have entered 
into this covenant with him, and have, by a definite act 
of the will, made unconditional surrender of ourselves 
to his mastery and lordship forever, then he is there- 
after the great, immovable, and impregnable Fact of 
our life and of the whole universe tous. Then it is that 
to live is Christ. And this fact is beyond altering by 
any flow or fluctuation or whim of our feelings. Some- 
times we shall find ourselves elated and fairly ecstatic 
in our joy over the glories of this fact of Christ to us. 
That is good. Again, we may find ourselves weighed 
down, oppressed, almost overborne by an unaccount- 
able heaviness or depression of spirits, with nothing 
that we can discover to account for it. But what of 
that? It does not affect or alter the fact that Christ 
is our Life, and, better still, that through us he will 
become the Life of many others, if we will let -him. 

Because our feelings are heavy and utterly unreliable, 

he is not changed. He is still with us. He is all 





that there is of us, as we continue to yield to him. 
We must not, we need not, doubt that. If we should 
wake up some cloudy morning with a feeling of de- 
pression, we should not let that suggest to us that the 
sun had changed in its character or position, or had 
‘*gone out’’ never to return. We would laugh at the 
folly of such a thought. Christ is surer than the sun. 
In the day of our depression he is with us and within 
us, exactly as he has been and always will be; and 
he is unchanged in his love and power and omnipo- 
tent working for us and with us and through us. The 
Rock of Ages is not shaken or disturbed by the lash- 
ings and buffetings of the ocean of human feelings 
above which it rises. This is an eternal fact. In 
this fact we may rejoice even while our feelings are, 
for some unknown reason, all that they should not be. 
For nothing, not even our most baffling and burden- 
some feelings, shall separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


x 
Burning the Past’s Mortgage 


No man’s evil past can withstand the obliterating 
power of Christ when Christ is given his full way. 
If this were not so, the outlook for many would be 
hopeless indeed. Even with the Apostle Paul, as 
John Douglas Adam has said, ‘‘The thought of the 
past would have mortgaged the future.’’ And it is 
doing so with countless thousands to-day. They 
think they dare not forget their past. They find that 
they cannot. But it is just here that Christianity 
speaks its message, different from that of any other 
religion in the world. It says we dare forget the past. 
It changes remorse into repentance ; for ‘‘ remorse is 
being sorry without a future; repentance is being 
sorry with a hope.’’ The man with the mortgage of 
murdered Christians upon him could say, in Christ, 
‘‘forgetting the things that are behind’’; and the 
mortgage was burned. When Christ forgives, he for- 
gets ; and what he forgets we cannot afford to remem- 
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ber. To be sure, we cannot forget our past by any 
mere act of the will; memory is too subtle a thing 
for that. But when we honestly commit ourselves, 
together with our past and all the rest_of our worth- 
lessness, unconditionally into Christ's keeping and 
mastery, then the miracle of his forgiveness and his 
forgetting begins to work, and his forgetting becomes 
our forgetting. Only in Christ do we find the miracle- 
glory of release from the things that are behind. 
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Dark-Room Development 

This darkness that has settled down on your life 
to-day is a part of God's plan for the enriching of your 
life. Whether it has come in ways beyond your con- 
trol, or is a result of your own sin, it is carrying out 
his will for your special good. ‘* Darkness is as 
necessary to the development of a life as to the develop- 
ment of a photographic film.’’ There are some 
beauties of design that could never be brought out 
while the light is shining. Let us remember this when 
the darkness comes, and rejoicein it. Then light will 
come the sooner ; and there will be more beauty to 
show when it does come. 


ax 
Mid-Stream Power 


To play at the edge of God's will is poor business 
for any one. ‘‘O Lord,’’ prayed a consecrated fol- 
lower of Christ, ‘‘ keep us in the center of thy will.’’ 
There, and there only, is concentrated the fulness of 
the power and blessing, the love and glory, of God for 
his children. It is like the center of the current in 
a swiftly flowing stream ; you will catch a little of the 
flow and momentum if you ‘‘hug the shore"’ ; but if 
you want the whole power of the current back of you 
you must get out into mid-stream. Noone ever knows 
the wealth of life that comes in God's service until he 
has forever cut loose from the shore and let the full 
omnipotence of God drive him. 
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What Place Shall We Give to Missions ? 


HERE are hundreds of churches and thousands 
of church-members doing nothing whatever for 
Christian missions. No prayer is ever offered 


by them for either missionaries or their work, They 
give not one cent to the missionary cause. They 
ignore or deny the missionary obligation. Usually 


they do not even trouble themselves to deny it. It 
simply lies outside their whole world of thought. Or 
if it comes in and is not flatly repudiated, it is dropped 
into a subordinate place. Whetheraman orachurch 
shall be interested in missions is deemed either an 
optional matter, or a purely secondary concern. 

As a matter of fact it is the concern of primary and 
absolute importance. Why ? 

Christian missions must be primary in the life of 
the church because they were primary in the thought 
of God. From the beginning of the revelation 
recorded in the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures we 
see God with a world purpose. A world end lay back 
of the selection of Israel. ‘* And Jehovah said, Shall 
I hide from Abraham that which I do; seeing that 
Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty na- 
tion, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed 
in him?’’ This is the note that was struck again and 
again and again. God chose the Jewish nation for a 
world-service, And the character of the whole reve- 
lation wrought out through the Old Dispensation was 
not racial but universal. World principles of ethics, 
spiritual experience valid for all humanity, the con- 
ception of one righteous God, the god of all nations 
ana of every man: these were the burden of the 
prophets and the substance of the whole revelation. 
And in the Incarnation, which consummated the reve- 


lation, the primary place of missions in the thought 
of God was made indisputably plain. The incarna- 
tion made clear to man a God thinking of humanity 
and preparing to suffer for it, a God in whom the 
missionary character is so fundamental that the men 
who are without it must be alien to such a God. 

The incomprehensible thing is that men and churches 
can think themselves Christian and ignore the mis- 
sionary character of the incarnate God. Jesus’ whole 
life was a mission. ‘*God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perish, but have eternal life.’’ 
‘«The Father hath sent the Son to be the Saviour 
of the world.’’ He came to seek and save a// the lost. 
He was the light of the world. The bread which he 
would give was his flesh for the life of the world. He 
bade his disciples go into all the world. His purposes 
included all mankind. The Christian mission was 
the primary concern. It can be our secondary coy- 
cern only when we renounce him. 

And missions are primary in the life of the church 
because théy are essential to the church’s existence is 
a pure spiritual power. Indeed, all history has shown 
that they are essential to its existence. When they 
have been forgotten or their claims ignored, the church 
herself has withered and shriveled. God has with- 
drawn from her. She may have maintained the hull 
of her institutions, but the life has evaporated. Those 
churches and men who are blind to this primary 
Christian business to-day are blind to far more than 
this, and not only blind, but also poor and forsaken, 
like a famous church to whom the Lord among the 
seven candlesticks wrote once a blasting letter. The 
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churches and Christian men who are living to-day with 
a great, full, exultant life are those who put first what 
has always been first in the thought of God, what was 
first in the character and career of Christ. 

The reality and depth of the world’s need, which is 
the first fact in the world’s life to-day, require us to 
recognize the missionary duty as primary: The non- 
Christian religions themselves, while expressing the 
profound religious nature of man, are, as Dr. W. N. 
Clark has said, the great incubus upon that nature. 
These religions are the apocalypse of human need. 
In the report of Commission IV on ‘‘ The Missionary 
Message in Relation to Non-Christian Religions”’ 
presented at the World Conference in Edinburgh, 
Professor Cairns singled out the most profound 
of all the non-Christian religions and summarized its 
inadequacies. ‘‘ The history of India,’’ said he, ‘‘is 
one long proof of the inadequacy of Pantheism to meet 
not only the religious but the moral and social needs 
of man. A religious system must be judged by its 
moral and social results. Thisisan axiom for all who 
believe that religion is the fundamental thing in 
human nature. ‘The tree is known by its fruits.’ 
This is true everywhere, but it is especially true of 
India, where the problems of religion have for thou- 
sands of years been the supreme concern of the great- 
est minds. Our correspondents trace the manifold 
ills of Indian life, the immense outgrowth of mendi- 
cant asceticism, the petrification of society in the caste 
system, the abuse of child-marriage, and the manifold 
hardships of widowhood, to the same deep root as that 
which is manifest in all the infamies of popular idola- 
try—the defectiveconception of God, the turning away 
of the human heart from its Father in mistrust and in 
fear, the unbelief which is the root of all sin. The 
pathological analysis is convincing and complete.’’ 
Where need is so primary and fundamental, Christian 
duty cannot be less so. 

For the church possesses that which will meet this 
primary need of the world. If the non-Christian re- 
ligions are an apocalypse of the world’s need, the 
gospel is the apocalypse of God's love and strength in 
Christ adequate to all the want of the world. God 
was in him reconciling the world to himself, and heis 
the propitiation not for our sins only but also for the 
sins of the whole world, The central and elemental 
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fact in the Christian church is her possession of a 
treasure which the whole world needs. The duty to 
share that treasure with the world cannot be less cen- 
tral and elemental. 

And those results which would inevitably follow a full 
recognition by the church of her primary business show 
how imperative and fundamental that recognition is. 
The acceptance of the Christian mission as her pri- 
mary business would give the church a great living ob- 
jective, restoring to the church the power which she 
has lost, to the extent that she has lost her commission. 
The church would again become a mighty evangelis- 
tic power. The duty of personal evangelism would be 
set once more in the foremost place in individual and 
institutional life. Because Christian missions are 
secondary in the church, personal evangelism is 
secondary in the individual lives. Restore either and 
you restore the ‘other. The Korean and Uganda 
churches are great self-propagating powers because 
the mission is primary in the church and in the be- 
liever. Only so will the individual life return to its 
proper loyalty to Christ as its Lord and Master. How 
can it otherwise? Canit be loyal while subordinating 
what he exalted? If he sought to redeem a world and 
we seek to repudiate it, have he and we the same 
mind? With a purpose and world view utterly hos- 
tile to his, in what sense can we be his disciples or he 
be our Lord? But when we put first what he put first 
we have once more the mind of Christ and we acknowl- 
edge once more his mastery. 

With the recognition of missions as the primary con- 
cern of the church there would be an acceptance by 
Christians of the fiduciary principle of life, there would 
be a reorganization of the activities of the church so 
as to enthrone the real objective of the church in its 
right place, there would be a consolidation of forces 
for a real campaign and a burial of all divisive details, 
Christ would return to his work again in the midst of 
achurch which hud made his presence and his power 
possible by the fulfilment of his conditions—Go ye 
and make disciples of all nations, and then lo! I am 
with you—and God would once more become the 
dominant reality and power, a living, working God, 
known and used by the church and honoring with the 
fulness of his trust and blessing a church which had 
begun to obey. 








The Trained Nurse and Alcohoi 


A genuinely consecrated Christian is bound to 
meet difficult, puzzling situations all through life. He 
must be true to Christ, and at the same time let Christ 
use him among people just as they are,—people often 
very remote from Christ. This calls for constant con- 
cessions to other people’s shortcomings and limita- 
tions’; but it never calls for compromise with duty, 
which is God's will. A trained nurse who evidently 
wants to be used effectively in the Kingdom is facing 
a problem of this sort in her professional life. She 
writes from Nebraska : 


I like what ‘The Sunday School Times has to say about the 
liquor evil. My sentiments have ever been similar ; but for a 
long time I had not the knowledge to explain so convincingly 
my objections, when asked to doso by moderate drinkers. 
When it comes to total abstinence, I think trained nurses are 
placed in a most trying position. For what shall be done when 
a ‘‘dry"’ doctor, counting himself a Christian, and from a town 
that would not think of having a saloon, prescribes for a patient, 
for instance, six egg nogs—each containing one teaspoonful of 
brandy—per day, etc. etc. ? Of course, medicines contain al- 
cohol, and we are trained to obey the physician's orders wholly, 
with but rare exceptions. But I never feel right when ad- 
ministering the vile stuff. 

In the different parts of the various states in which I have 
practised nursing, I have found, with one or two exceptions, all 
physicians holding about the same views along these lines. 
‘The question is, what shall we as nurses do in the matter ? 
Just as we have been doing—give it against our will, and lose 
confidence in our best friend, the doctor? For does he not 
have the best right to keep well informed about these things? 
I do not know how to avoid doing that which I feel is wrong 
to do, and so I have interfered butslightly. I once undertook 
to hand toa young physician a copy of ‘The Sunday School 
‘Times containing articles on the subject. When he had read 
it he said, ‘‘I always read such literature with a grain ofsalt."’ 
' Being homeless, and to follow the ‘' path of least resistance,"’ 
I would prefer to be engaged at my work in an uf-to-date hos- 
pital, if such exists ; otherwise I would like to be informed as 
to the proper action for me to take in the difficulty presented. I 
know your counsel in the latter respect would be appreciated 
by many another nurse. 


It is always interesting to have the view of some one 
who has, by experience, a personal knowledge of the 
bearing of problems of this sort. So the Editor has 
asked a well-known Christian physician who does not 
use alcohol in his work to give his thoughts in com- 


ment on this nurse’s letter. 
follows : 


This physician writes as 


It seems to me there can be only one answer to this nurse. 
What would be your advice to a steersman on board ship ? 
‘* Obey the captain, or get off the ship."’ 

Especially in a matter in which there is still so much real 
difference of opinion, even though largely due to ignorance of 
the facts, the position of a nurse who presumed to say what she 
would give and what she would not would be ridiculous. Her 
dishonesty of position with relation to her chief would be 
worse than the administration of drugs harmful to her patient. 
Her one avenue of relief would seem to be to accept cases 
from physicians who prescribe no alcohol, and from them 
only. This would mean her retirement from her chosen work. 

She has little, if any, moral responsibility in giving what the 
doctor intentionally prescribes. The implied contract between 
the patient and the physician does not admit of her determin- 
ing the medicines to be used in the case, nor does it consider 
her scruples atall. She should understand this clearly, and 
nurse only on this basis, until the public of sick folk changes 
its attitude toward the physician and the use of alcohol. 

It seems to me our friend had better consult some hearty, 
conscientious physician, whose opinion she respects, and be 
guided by him. There are such, No nurse should consider 
her influence in a given case so trifling or unimportant as to 
venture to invite danger to her patient by anything save thor- 
oughgoing loyalty to the physician, who is ultimately respon- 
sible. Personally, I have all my nurses understand this before 
I let them work for me. On this basis alone can they do the 
best work, and only in this way can I certainly protect them. 


There is sound reason and thoroughgoing loyalty 
to Christ in this physician’s advice. No nurse would 
have any right to commit sin under the orders of a 
doctor. But the use of alcohol as medicine, while 
some physicians are coming to count it as never 
necessary or advisable, is not by any means a settled 
point in medical practise. Its conscientious admin- 
istering, under the direction of a physician who be- 
lieves in it, by a nurse who recognizes the physician’ s 
right and duty to determine its use, is not asin, but 
a simple duty. The nurse may have her own views 
about ‘vaccination, or the open air treatment of pneu- 
monia ; but her views have no bearing on the case 
while she is working for and with any physician 
whose orders must be final. Yet she could not take 
orders from him to lie, or to steal, for that would be 
in the realm of personal conduct, not of medicine. 

If a life-calling is worthy, and offers opportunity 
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for serving the Master, as the profession of trained 
nurse does to an exceptional degree, it may well be 
entered upon and continued in even though certain 
details in it are not just as one would have them. 
There is more likelihood of physicians’ and nurses’ 
generally coming to see the truth and practise it, as 
to alcohol and all other matters of highest ground, if 
conscientious Christian nurses remain in the pro- 
fession, than if they should abandon it because it is 
not yet ideal in all that it necessitates. 


x 
Really Going Overboard 


No man ever breaks out into the glorious liberty 
of the life that is Christ until he has once for all broken 
with self. And some who think they have broken 
with self still need to do so to an extent that they do 
not yet suspect. A Christian man was writing a friend 
of the utterly new experiences of blessing and victory, 
freedom and fruitfulness, that had come to him when 
finally he recognized that Christ was his whole life ; 
and he was met with this answer : 


The wonderful ‘‘ miracle of new blessings’’ which you have 
experienced, /want too. All day I have been thinking of what 
you have said. Oh! how glad I am that you have toldme. I 
cannot understand it, nor explain it, except on the assumption 
that you have gotten wet. 

In the lumber regions, when men are driving logs on the 
rivers, a boss will notice a man that is known as a steady, ex- 
perienced worker, holding back. None but the experienced 
eye would tetect the lack of spirit; ifthe man were accused 
of shirking he would become indignant, for he believes he is 
doing his best. Experienced bosses seldom urge such a man. 
They know that the man is willing, and not afraid of the water, 
but notice this—he is afraid of getting wet. So the usual 
process is to assign him to some position where he will quickly 
become soaking wet. Once wet, he loses self-interest and 
throws himself actively into the work. 

Can it be that iny progress has been hindered by the fear of 
getting wet? Giving up all is, I realize, necessary ; yet it is 
so easy to think one is doing one’s. best, at the same time to 
hold unconsciously some special reservation that makes it ab- 
solutely needful to go overboard before one will completely 
yield self-interest. 


‘¢ Going overboard ’’ zs the secret of the fulness of 
the life more abundant that Christ longs to share with 
all. And there is no doubt that many a Christian 
who honestly thinks he has ‘‘surrendered all’’ has 
not yet done so, and is half starving when his life 
might be rich with a wealth that he does not even 
dream of. We may not.know what we need to sur- 
render ; we may not know of anything that is unsur- 
rendered ; but if our life lacks the fulness, the joy, 
the power, the peace, the victory, the fruitfulness, 
that we see in any other lives, or that we find the 
New Testament telling about, or that we hunger for 
without ever having seen it or heard of it, we may be 
sure that we need to make a yielding up of ourselves 
that we have not yet made. Then only can Christ 
give us all that he would. It is ourse/ves that we 
must surrender, not any thing nor any number of 
things. For the life more abundant that Christ longs 
to give is Christ Himself. He wants life, for us, to 
consist simply and wholly of Himself. And he wants 
to be, not only all that there is of life to us, but all 
that there is of us; so that we may say, not only, 
‘*To me to live is Christ,’’ but also, ‘‘It is no longer 
I that live, but Christ liveth in me.’’ It does indeed 
call for a reckless abandonment of self and life to 
make this possible. But what are alchemy of change 
in the very fiber of our being it works ! 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


RACIOUS GOD, our -Father: Didst thou make us— 
make us in thine image? We seem so far away and in- 
significant ; the traces of thy likeness in us seem so faint. 

And yet the cry comes up from somewhere in the deeps within, 
a cry feeble and faint and intermittent—the lost child's low wail 
for his Father. Lord, hear that cry. Bring us close to thee. 
Restore us consciously to our rightful place at thy side, in 
—a Christ. As we walk abroad, we would feel thy hand 
eading us. Amid the confusing calls of earth, and the clamor 
of our own hearts, we would hear thy voice saying, ‘‘ ‘This is 
the Way : walk in it."". Show us how to find this world our 
Father's domain, how to be ever at home in it, how to take 
pain and pleasure as our Father's gifts. Cure us of our pain- 
ful and paralyzing dislocations. ake us a conscious part of 
the heaving tides of history and of significant passing events. 
Keep us from falsely feeling left outside—stranded, or adrift. 
Vitalize and thrill us with thyself. For our nerveless grasp, 
substitute the grip of conscious power. Replace our dulness 
with a keenness of’ sensation that shall slay indifference and 
apathy. At whatever cost of pain, teach us to live, to love, to 
serve, to conquer circumstance, to transmute thy life into 
solid character and to transmit its aroma to our fellows. Equip 
us for walking the path of lowly duty as princes of the realm. 
Make us ashamed of uncertainty, hesitation, fear, and ineffi- 
ciency. Lord, make us radiant, kind, resolute in doing good, 
full of holy passion, consumed with generous desire, unbend- 
ing in loyalty to God and conscience, swift and sure in grasp- 
ing opportunity, eager for divine adventure : God's children, 
securely afloat on the high tide of nable living and blessed 
expectation. 
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What Do We Know of Isaiah? 


By Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





N MANY respects the book known by the name 
| of Isaiah is the most important of all the prophet- 
ical works of the Old Testament. Some of its 
special passages are very familiar, but the book as a 
whole is not as generally known as it ought to be. It 
possesses a twofold interest and value : it sheds great 
light on the history of the prophet’s own time, and 
yet few Old Testament books are so directly useful 
for the life of to-day. - 

His TimeE.—The opening verse tells us of the four 
kings in whose reigns Isaiah prophesied. His work 
was almost wholly connected with the Kingdom of Ju- 
dah, though the Northern Kingdom also comes into 
view (9:8 to10:4; 17:1-11). But his horizon was 
often wider than both (13 to 23 ; 24 to 27). 

During the long reign of Uzziah (789-740 B. C.) 
Judah had become outwardly prosperous, but there 
was very little piety. The people were materialized, 
and there was no moral order (1 to 5). Assyria was then 
the rising power in the East, and the Northern Kingdom 
was the first to feel its power. For a long time Judah 
was not involved in these relations of Israel and Assyria, 
but at last the question pressed, and Israel and Syria 
united against Assyria, and pressed the weak king 
Ahaz to join them. In his extremity Ahaz called in 
the aid of ‘Tiglath-pileser of Assyria, a fatal step which 
brought on disaster, for Judah became tributary to 
Assyria. ‘This is the keynote to Isaiah's prophecies 
in 7and 8. _ Later on, when Tiglath-pileser was dead, 
Judah rebelled, and this led to the coming of Senna- 
cherib and the story of Hezekiah, the godly successor 
of the sinful Ahaz. It is in relation to these circum- 
stances of the reigns of Ahaz and Hezekiah that Isa- 
iah’s importance is mainly seen, and many of his 
prophecies can only be understood in the light of 
the power of Assyria, which was ever in the back- 
ground. 

His Work.—It is always inadequate, and some- 
tines incorrect, to think of a prophet as simply one 
who foretells the future. The true idea is that of a 
witness, a spokesman for God. He is not so much a 
fore-teller as a forth-teller. The best explanation of 
what a prophet was is found in Exodus 7:1. The 
prophets were primarily witnesses for God to their 
own days, and they may (or may not) have had a mes- 
sage about. the future as well. Thus Jonah was a 
prophet, but did not predict, while Isaiah /orth-tells 
and also fore-tells. The call of God came to him in 
the year that King Uzziah died (6) but there is no 
doubt that the incidents in that reign gave great point 
to some of his earlier prophecies (1 to 5), 

His chief work, however, was accomplished in 
Hezekiah’s reign. When Sennacherib came the 
question at once arose whether Judah should make 
peace. Egypt was another power on the opposite 
side. Should they make an alliance and thus play 
off one against the other? Politicians at court were 
now on the side of Assyria, now on that of Egypt. 
What was to be done? The king hesitated, some- 
times tending to side with Assyria, at others favoring 
Egypt. At this point came the splendid witness of 
Isaiah. His message was : ‘‘ Do neither ; avoid both 
Egypt and Assyria, stay quiet, trust and wait.’’ Of 
course he was despised as unpractical and visionary, 
and from the purely human point of view no one can 
question the absurdity of such a policy. But it was 
amply justified, since Judah's politics could never be 
properly understood from the merely human stand- 
point. In the story of 36 and 37 we see the abundant 
vindication of Isaiah. He was ever at the right hand 
of the king, strengthening him, encouraging him to be 
faithful, declaring God's will and vindicating God's 
way. ' 

His Lire. —Not much is known of Isaiah personally. 
He was the son of Amoz and his name means ‘ Jeho- 
vah saves.’’ His call came in the year of Uzziah's 
death (6: 1). Hewas married (8 : 3), and two sons of his 
are named (7 :3; 8:1). He gathered round him a 
band of disciples (8 : 16). His life was lived almost 
wholly in the capital ; indeed, he has been called by 
a well-known modern writer ‘‘Isaiah of Jerusalem."’ 
Some think he was a man of rank because of his in- 
timacy with the king (7), and with the priest (8 : 2). 
Tradition says that he was ‘‘sawn asunder'’ in Ma- 
nasseh’s reign, and the allusion in Hebrews 11 : 37 
is sometimes thought to be to him. 


It is time Isaiah was turned, for all of us, from a 
name into a flesh-and-blood man. He becomes one 
of the compelling, giant figures of history when we 
take such a full look at him as this paper makes pos- 
sible. Condemned by the politicians of his day as 
unpractical and visionary, he was instead a far- 
seeing statesman of the sound common sense that 
comes only from a rich, deep faith in God. To 
grasp his message and the central facts of his char- 
acter, as set forth here, is to be challenged and in- 
vited by the same Power and Love that made 
possible an Isaiah in the dark days of Israel’s and 
Judah’s downfall. 





He stands out in a fourfold capacity, and as such 
is worthy of the most careful attention. 

He was a Reformer, denouncing abuses and sins 
against God. 

He was a Statesman, enunciating the true national 
policy as one of genuine ‘‘isolation’’ from entangling 
alliances and of ‘‘ masterly inactivity’’ while waiting 
on, and for, God. 

He was an Author, the qualities of whose work place 
him in the highest rank in the literature of the world. 

Above all, he was a Theologian, revealing and deep- 
ening the doctrine of God. He was the the central 
figure in the reigns of Ahaz and Hezekiah ; heroic, 
single-minded, patriotic, fearless, undaunted, a man 
of immense personal power and influence. 

His Boox.—The book is often analyzed chrono- 
logically, according to the date and circumstances of 
particular prophecies. As the book stands, it is mainly 
chronological, and the dates found are all in strict order 
(6:1;7:1; 14:28; 20:1; 36:1). At the same 
time, the place given to the record of his call (6), and 
the grouping of the prophecies against the nations 
(13-23), indicate deviations from strict chronology. 
Taking it as it is, the book has three parts : 

Part I.—Prophecies chiefly relating to the Assyrian 
period (Isaiah’s own life) ; messages of warning and 
judgment (1-35). 

1. Introduction (1). 

2. Group referring to reigns of Uzziah and Jotham 

2-5). 
' 3. The prophet’s call (6). 

4. The reign of Ahaz (7-12 ; Syro-Ephraimitic war). 

5. Prophecies on foreign nations (: 3-23). 

6. Visions of world-judgment and of Israel's re- 
demption (24-27). 

7. Prophecies of the reign of Hezekiah against 
Egypt and Edom, and as to Israel’s redemption (28-35). 

Part II.—History (36-39). 

1. Assyria : looking back over Part I (36, 37). 

2. Babylon ; looking forward over Part III (38, 39). 

Chapters 38 and 39 precede 36 and 37 chronologi- 
cally, but they are probably so placed as introductory 
to 40 to 66, as 36 and 37 are to the preceding section. 

Part III.—Prophecies chiefly relating to the Babylo- 
nian period (future to Isaiah’s day) ; messages of com- 
fort and peace (40-66). 

1. The first theme (40-48; Theological). The 
revelation of God. Preparation for deliverance in the 
light of God's attributes and promises. 

2. The second theme (49-57 ; Soteriological), The 
great Deliverer. The servant of Jehovah and his 
saving work. 

3. The third theme (58-66 ; Eschatological). The 
deliverance at hand, leading up to the new heavens 
and the new earth. 

These three themes are developed in various forms ; 
appearing, disappearing, and reappearing, like a 
theme in music or poetry. The-living God, the com- 
ing Deliverer, and the final glory are all seen. Against 
idols Jehovah is the living, infinite, and marvelous 
God. In Cyrus and the redemption from Babylon we 
see the foreshadowing of a greater Deliverer and his 
divine redemption. In the Return to Jerusalem is the 
promise and potency, the germ and prophecy of the 
latter days of universal peace and glory. 

No words seem necessary to call attention to the 
majestic and lofty style. In all parts of the book there 
is a wonderful profusion of images, similes, meta- 
phors, a striking, dramatic representation, and a force- 
fulness, vividness, variety, and impressiveness which 


make it one of the greatest in literature, quite apart 
from any thought of divine inspiration. 

His MEssAGE.—Can we discover from this wealth 
of teaching what was the specific message? As we 
concentrate attention on the various themes we are 
conscious of a threefold testimony. 

1. He delivered a message concerning God. All 
through the book God is revealed as the ‘ Infinitely- 
High,’’ reigning in divine righteousness. There is 
no book in the Old Testament which so emphasizes 
the unique righteousness and supreme holiness of 
God. And yet as the complement of this truth Isaiah 
declares God to be the ‘‘ Infinitely-Near,’’ and he is 
as much concerned for his people’s righteousness as 
he is for his own, As we trace the thought of right- 
eousness all through this book it is evident that it 
carries with it a twofold aspect ; God's righteousness 
as expressive of his character, and as the basis and 
standard of the life of his people. 

2. He delivered a message concerning Sin. Noth- 
ing is sadder than the contemplation of what sin had 
done for the chosen people of God at the time of 
Isaiah, and almost every message of the prophet is 
concerned with some aspect of the people's wrong- 
doing. Sin is shown to be a definite, deep-seated, 
and deplorable fact in the life of Israel, alienating 
them from God, and preventing them from enjoying 
the privileges of the Divine Covenant which had been 
theirs since the time of Abraham. Sin in the reigns 
of Uzziah and his successors is seen to take many 
forms, but especially noticeable are the sins of luxury, 
oppression, injustice, impurity, and intemperance. 
No one cam read the solemn warnings and denuncia- 
tions of chapters 1-5 without realizing the awful ex- 
tent of the depravity in Judah, even to the blotting 
out of all moral distinctions (5 : 20). 

3. He delivered a message concerning Salvation. 
In the light of the sad and awful fact of sin in the 
people of God Isaiah and his disciples were constantly 
cheered by the thought of the glorious future that 
awaited the faithful. A great Deliverer was com- 
ing, at once a Child (9), a King (11), and the 
Servant of Jehovah (40-53). In him, the Messiah, 
there would come a great deliverance with marvelous 
results to the whole world. This was the message of 
inspiration to the faithful few, the ‘‘remnant"’ of 
loyal ones in Isaiah's day. 

His CHARACTER.—It is time that we endeavored 
to discover the secret and explanation of the splendid 
life and service of this noble prophet. What was it 
that made him what he was? How came he to be 
the noble, truehearted, dauntless witness for his God ? 

1. Faithfulness to God was the keynote of his life. 
How c/ear he was in all difficult circumstances, keen- 
sighted, a man of profound insight into difficult situa- 
tions. How courageous he was in every conflict. 
Truth at all costs was his determination. How ca/m 
he was in every crisis, whether against Egypt (30) or 
against Assyria (37). His own words were absolutely 
true of himself: ‘‘In quietness and in confidence 
shall be your strengtk.’’ And how consistent he was 
in his conduct. No one could point to a flaw in his 
behavior. Although called upon to warn, threaten, 
denounce, he was always the truehearted follower of 
his God, whom no one could convict of any 
inconsistency. 

2. Fellowship with God was the secret of his life. 
He lived with God and could therefore live for God. 
It was because God was real to him that God couid 
be revealed by him. No one can study the various 
aspects of his teaching without being conscious that 
God was the great reality of Isaiah's life, and fellows 
ship with him was the prophet’s supreme joy and 
simple secret of power. 

3. Faithin God was the foundation of his life. Here, 
we touch the bed-rock of Isaiah's career. The vision 
of God in chapter 6 was the secret of everything. Fath 
in God led to fellowship, and fellowship in turn led to 
JSaithfulness. It is always so; these are the three ele- 
ments of every true life and character. As we seek 
grace to reproduce -these features, let us«rémember 
that in the great gallery of portraits given to us in the 
Old Testament there is no character more worthy of 
our study, more inspiring for our emulation, than the 
noble figure of Isaiah of Jerusalem. 

Wyc irre CoLLece, Toronto. 
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Making Children’s Day Worth While 





Don’t Try to Do Too Much 


HE effort to crowd everything into a program 
finds its greatest strain on Children’s Day. In 

a Baptist Church in western Massachusetts, 
forty-seven numbers composed the program ! There 
were fourteen hymns and thirty recitations, to say 
nothing of the addresses, responsive readings and 
prayers. Long-drawn-out addresses spoil an other- 
wise good program. Books of addresses to young 
people, or books of object talks, will help pastor or 
superintendent to prepare brief instructive addresses, 


b 


Welcome to Children’s Day 
An Exercise for Primary Pupils 


ET the six little ones who are to speak the verses 
of the poem stand in front, while behind them 
stand older children who are to give the cor- 

responding Scripture verses. All unite in the first and 
last verses, either spoken or sung. 


WELCOME BY ALL, 
Welcome, welcome, welcome ! 
Birds and flowers say, 
Welcome, welcome, welcome ! 
To our Children’s Day, 
ie with roses now is here, 
rightest day of all the year, 
Welcome to our friends so dear, 
Happy Children’s Day! 
FIRST CHILD. 
Dear little babies, cunning and bright, 
In pink and in blue and the daintiest white, 
Sweet as the rosebud shining with dew, 
Our choicest kisses we send to you. 
[Throws kisses with both hands toward babies in the audience.] 


FIRST OLDER CHILD. 

‘* And they brought young children to him, that he should 
touch them ; and his disciples rebuked those that brought 
them, But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, 
and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not; for of such is the kingdom of 
God.”’ 

SECOND CHILD. 
Classmates, every one in his place, 
With a cheerful voice and a smiling face, 
Why do you look so happy? Say, 
Aren’t we glad it is Children’s Day ? 
SECOND OLDER CHILD. 
| ** Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the 
kingdom of God asa little child, he shall not enter therein,’’ 
THIRD CHILD. 
Fathers and mothers, we’re glad you came, 
And we think from your looks you feel the same, 
And if you should come other Sundays too, 
We believe they could find a place for you. 
THIRD OLDER CHILD, 

‘¢ Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee,’’ 
FOURTH CHILD. 

Sunday-school teachers, faithful and kind, 

We-are ready to-day all rules to mind. 

And ’twould suit us all, it seems quite clear, 

To have Children’s Day last all the year. 
FOURTH OLDER CHILD. 

‘¢ They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as 
the stars forever and ever.’’ 

FIFTH CHILD, 
The Home Department, I’ve heard them say, 
Is sure to come out on Children’s Day. 
Grandfathers, grandmothers, glad are we now, 
To welcome you with our very best bow. 
[Bows low.] 
FIFTH OLDER CHILD, 
‘¢ The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be found in 
the way of righteousness.”’ 
SIXTH CHILD, 
Sunny faces and shining eyes, 
Smiles that greet every sweet surprise, 
Songbirds and blossoms all seem to say, 
Welcome, welcome, to Children’s Day. 
SIXTH OLDER CHILD. 

‘* Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, 
when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in theni,’’ 

ALL TOGETHER. 
Welcome, welcome, welcome ! 
Little children sing, 
Welcome, welcome, welcome! 
Message sweet we bring. 


Welcome to our school so dear, 

Glad we are to see you here, 

Welcome, welcome all the year, 
As on Children’s Day. 


[Let the baptism of children be introduced here, if desired ; if not, 
let the school join in the following song as unto the children on the 
platform.] 


PRAYER SONG—GOD BLESS THE CHILDREN, 
Tune, Maryton (‘ O Master, let me walk with thee ’’). 


O Thou, who as a little child 

Came to this world by sin defiled, 
Take these dear children in thy care, 
And keep them safe from every snare. 


Dear Saviour, guide these little feet 
In paths of truth and service sweet. 
Oh, take these little hands in thine, 
And lead them to thy courts divine. 


God bless each precious life, we pray, 
Make it a blessing every day. 

Oh, keep these little hearts thine own, 
Till all are gathered round the throne, 


—Ada Simpson Sherwood, Oberlin, Ohio. 
bd 


A Good Program 


TRIKE the right keynote in your program and it 
will go straight home. to every heart, and as a 
result you will have more loyal workers and 

soul-winners, In the Thomas Morrison Sunday- 
school of the Greeley Memorial Church of St. Louis 
the following program was rendered successfully : 


Loving, Serving, Giving, in Scripture, 
Song, and Story 
** Onward, Christian soldiers,’’ 
Prayer by the Pastor, 
Welcome Greeting. 
Welcome Song: ‘‘ Brightly gleams our banner,”’ 


Loving 
Scripture Reading in Unison 

Shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, 
and keep my commandments (Exod. 20 : 6). 

And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might 
(Deut. 6: 5). 

Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee 
(Exod. 20 : 12). 

My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake 
not the law of thy mother (Prov. 1 : 8). 

If ye love me, keep my commandments (John 14 : 15). 

He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he 
it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved 
of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself 
to him (John 14: 21). 

Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself (Matt. 19 : 19). 

As ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to 
them likewise (Luke 6 : 31). 

Song: ‘‘ Fairest Lord Jesus,”’ 


ae 


E. A. S. 


Exercise : Banc: Loves Me.’’ 
Song by the Primary Department. 
Exercise: ‘*G-O-S-P-E-L’’ (John 3: 16). 
Cradle Roll certificates given out. 
Serving 
Responsive Scripture Reading 

Leader; Now therefore fear Jehovah, and serve him in 
sincerity and in truth (Josh. 24: 14). 

Response; Choose you this day whom ye will serve— 

but as for me and my house, we will serve Jehovah (Josh. 
24 : 15). 
Leader; And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the 
God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and a 
willing mind ; for Jehovah searcheth all hearts, and un- 
derstandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. 

Response: If thou seek him, he will be found of thee ; 
but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever 
(1 Chron, 28: 9). 

Leader ; Yea, all kings shall fall down before him ; all 
nations shall serve him (Psa. 72: 11). 

Response: Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan : for it is written, ‘Thou shalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve (Matt. 4 : 10). 

Leader ; 1 Beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mer- 
cies of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service (Rom, 
12:1). 

Response : 1 thank him that enabled me, even Christ Jesus 
our Lord, for that he counted me faithful, appoint- 
ing me to bis service (1 ‘Tim, 1 : 12). 

All; Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
do service for the sake of them that shall inherit salvation? 
(Heb. 1 : 14.) 

Song: ‘‘O Jesus, I have promised.” 
Exercise : ‘* The Design of the Flowers.’’ 
Pastor’s Talk. 
Giving 
Scripture Reading (in unison) 

Every man shall give as he is able, according to the 
blessing of Jehovah thy God which he hath given thee 
(Deut. 16 : 17). 

Honor Jehovah with thy substance, and with the first 
fruits of all thine increase (Prov. 3 : 9). 

Bring ye the whole tithe into the store-house, that there 
may be food in my house, and prove me. now herewith, 
saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will not open you the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shail 
not be room enough to receive it (Mal. 3 : 10). 

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, shall they 
give into your bosom, For with what measure ye mete it 
shall be measured to you again (Luke 6: 38). 

He that giveth, let him do it with liberality (Rom. 12 : 8). 

For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according as 
a man hath, not according as he hath not (2 Cor. 8: 12). 

Let each man do according as he hath purposed in his 
heart: not grudgingly or of necessity: for God loveth a 
cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9: 7). 

Song: ‘Let the gospel light shine out.’’ 
Offering for Sunday-school Missions. 
Song: ‘*Stand up, stand up for Jesus.’’ 
Benediction ;: the Pastor. 


ON 


Children’s Day Hymn. 


Mrs. ELEANOR AMERMAN SUTPHEN. 
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LESSON 7. MAY 14. ISAIAH’S VISION AND CALL TO SERVICE 


(Home Missionary Lesson.) Isaiah 6. Commit verses 6-8 
Golden Text: I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then I said, Here am I; send me.—Isaiah 6 : 8 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


OW many boys [or girls] in this class have ever 
seriously thought of giving their whole lives to 
the direct service of God,—as ministers, mis- 

sionaries, or in other Christian work? You could 
never do ¢hat, do you say? Why not?. 


Did you ever hear the story of Pizarro, the conqueror of 
Peru? He was a Spanish adventurer, you know, and mar- 
velous tales of the gold to be found in Peru had traveled 
back to Spain—treasure so plentiful that the rivers were 


said to flow through golden sands. So he got together a. 


company of men eager for gold, adventure, and fighting, 
and embarked in slow sailing vessels on the conquest of 
Peru. They had a terrible journey by sea and by land 
from Panama down the coast ; on the sea, in peril of storms 
and shipwreck on hidden reefs ; on the land, trackless for- 
ests infested by poisonous snakes and deadly fevers, swollen 
rivers, hunger and thirst. 

‘*Then they mutinied. They would follow Pizarro no 
longer, but would turn their faces homeward, and if he re- 
fused to go with them, would leave him to die alone in the 
unknown and unfriendly country. 

‘¢ But Pizarro took his sword and traced a line with it 
from east to west. Then turning to the south, he said, 
‘Comrades, on that side are toil, hunger, nakedness, the 
drenching storm, desertion, death; on this side are ease 
and pleasure. Choose, each man, as becomes a brave 
Spaniard. For my part, I go to the south,’ and he stepped 
across the line. What do you think they did? Every man 
followed him across that line, his face set for Peru ; followed 
him, not for love of home, of country, of Christ, but for 
love of gold and because they were ashamed to be cowards. 
Will you be less brave than they? 

‘* The church calls the bravest, the brightest, the strong- 
est of you to step across the line that lies between ease and 
pleasure and the service of God. Which side is it to be? 
Are you going to turn back and choose an easy, comfort- 
able life for yourself, or will you follow Christ across the 
line and help to conquer the world for him?’’1 
The Teaching of the Lesson ‘ 

There was a blue-blooded young fellow at the cou 
of Judah who had toconsider whether or not he would 
‘*step across the line.” Because he did so, one of the 
greatest books of the Bible has come down to us. 

There seem to be six clearly marked divisions in 
this chapter, under which the facts and teachings can 
readily be brought out. ‘They are as follows: 


1. Isaiah saw God (vs. 1-4). 

2. He became overwhelmingly conscious of his sin (v.5). 

3. He found cleansing in God (vs. 6, 7). 

4. He heard a call to service, and volunteered (v. 8). 

5. He foresaw the utterly destructive out-working of the 
sin that people held on to (vs. 9-13). 

6. He saw theeternally enduring purpgse and life of 
God, in those people, to outdo and outlive even the ce- 
structiveness of their sin, and finally to conquer (v. 13). 


1. Bring out all that is known of Isaiah the man. 
Facts are suggested in Mr. Ross’ 1st paragraph, and 
in Professor Griffith Thomas’ informing article on 
the third page of this issue. The political and re- 
ligious conditions of the time are brought out in Dr. 
Sanders’ first four and 7th paragraphs. 

In some way Isaiah came face to face with God. 
What other Bible characters did so? What are we 
told Isaiah saw and heard (vs. 1-4). See. Professor 
Beecher, on verse 1 ; on the seraphim, his comments 
on verses 2-5, and Dr. Mackie’s 1st paragraph. It is 
a terrible and blessed experience. Can every one 
have it, who wants it,—in some form ? Do you dare 
ask for it? To see God as he had never seen him 
before resulted as it always does : 

2. Isaiah was overwhelmed by the awfulness of 
his own sin (v. 5). What did Peter say when he 
realized Christ’s power? (Luke 5:8.) The trans- 
forming realization of the holiness of God is brought 
out in Mr. Ross’ 2d paragraph; how Isaiah now saw 
himself, a leper steeped to the lips in sin,—in Mr. 
Ross’ 3d paragraph. Miss Lovett raises an interest- 
ing question ; Was Isaiah ‘‘in reality a wicked man”’? 
Get the class to discuss this. He was probably at 
this time a very much better man than the average ; 
and that was the very reason why he could see his 
own wickedness in God’s sight as the average man 
cannot. We must always remember that /hose to 
whom the burden of their own sin is heaviest are 
those who have least sin in their lives. Those who 
come closest to God in their daily life, who have most 
nearly let Christ become their whole life and thereby 





' From a teait palieeet by the Executive Committee of Ministerial 
Education and Relief of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States; the Rev. Henry H. Sweets, Secretary, 122 Fourth Avenue, 
/Louisville, Ky. 


Read Isaiah 2-4 


t In the year that king Uz-zi’'ah died I saw the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up ; and his ' train filled the 
temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim : each one had six 
wings ; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he cov- 
ered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 3 And one cried unto 
another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of hosts : ? the 
whole earth is full of his glory. 4 And the foundations of the 
thresholds shook at the voice of him that cried, and the house 
was filled with smoke. 5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am 
undone ; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 
the midst of a people of unclean lips : for mine eyes have seen 
the King, Jehovah of hosts. 

6 Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a 8 live 
coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off 
the altar: 7 and he touched my mouth with it, and said, Lo, 
this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, 
and thy sin * forgiven. 8 And I heard the vane of the Lord, 
saying, Whom:shall I send, and who will go forus? Then I 
said, Here am 1; send me. g And he said, Go, and tell this 
people, Hear ye 5 indeed, but understand not ; and see ye 5in- 
deed, but perceive not. 10 Make the heart of this people fat, 
and make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and ® understand with 
their heart, and turn again, and be healed. 11 Then said I, 
Lord, how long? And he answered, Until cities be waste with- 
out inhabitant, and houses without man, and the land become 
utterly waste, 12 and Jehovah have removed men far away, 
and the forsaken places be many in the midst of the land. 13 
7 And if there be yet a tenth in it, it also shall in turn be 8 eaten 
up: asa tere6inth, and as an oak, ® whose ! stock remaineth, 
when they ! are felled ; so the holy seed is the stock thereof. 

1 Or, skirts 2 Heb. the fulness of the whole earth is his glory. 
3 Or, hot stone * Or, expiated 5 Or, continually ®Or, their heart 
should understand 1% Or. But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall 
return, and shall be eaten up * Or, burnt *% Or, whose substance is 
in them © Or, substance Or, cast their leaves 
The American Revision copyright, 1901 by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 








have most ane let sin be crowded out, feel the 
presence of what little sin is left with a keenness that 
the greater sinner knows nothing of. If you want 
reater indifference to sin, then sin more and more. 
ut ‘indifference to sin is sin’s awful wages: death; 
and deepened sensitiveness to sin is God’s way of 
leading us out of sin into life eternal. 


That three great religions agree in holding that closer 
approach to God causes deepened sin-consciousness is 
shown in Dr. Mackie’s 2d paragraph. On unclean lips, 
Mr. Ridgway’s 3d paragraph and the Round-Table (1). 


3. Cleansing followed the heart-breaking con- 
sciousness of sin, as italways may. Fire from God's 
own altar had to do it ; that is, God himself entered 
Isaiah's life and purged out the sin by the fulness of 
His presence. hat is the fulness of the Holy Spirit 
to-day, revealing Christ to us as our whole life and 
giving us Christ unto all the fulness of God. A man 
who seeks God so honestly that, seeing him, he be- 
comes conscious, with horror, of the awfulness of his 
own sin, if he then wholly surrenders to God's will, 
is touched by the fire of the living and indwelling 
presence of*God into a cleanness and purity that are 
of God Himself. That is Christ’s forgiveness of our 
sins, when we accept Him to the full: the fiery, 
cleansing presence of God in Christ actually within us. 

4. The first thing a man wants to do after he has 
experienced the glory of the new life that is Christ 
is to tell some one else about it. He wants to obey 
the Great Commission. It is a sure sign; and it 
came to Isaiah. If a man has no burning desire to 
pass on his salvation, how much salvation has he 
got, or how much does it mean to him ? 

Isaiah heard a call,.and instantly he volunteered. 
He did not wait to be drafted. He was unfit (see 
Mr. Pierson); but he was made fit by God. There 
are two kinds of people, the ‘‘send me” and the 
‘‘send him” kind yg Ridgway’s 4th paragraph). 
Good illustrations of the Korean’s ‘‘send me”’ spirit 
are given in the Round-Table, 2d and 6th para- 
graphs; a typical Roosevelt incident, in the 3d 
paragraph. Other suggestive help on God's calls, 
and a challenging Bible verse on obeying them, is 
given in Miss Lovett’s 4th to 6th paragraphs. Wit- 
nesses, not orators, are needed (Round Table, 4). 

5. Then came the vision of the utterly destructive 
outworkings of the sin of Isaiah’s people. The 
meaning of the seemingly strange words of verse 9 
is discussed by Professor Beecher, in Mr. Ross’ 
5th paragraph, Dr. Mackie’s 4th paragraph, and 
President Sanders’ 9th paragraph. 

6. The one thing that is greater than sin is God’s 
love. It outlasts sin ; it outdoes sin ; after sin has 
done its worst, and worn itself utterly out, it endures, 
vital and eternal. So God’s love was to sustain even 
against the death-ravages of sin the life element in 
that chosen people, and conquer the world through 


them ; and it is still doing this through the Hebrew © 


Son of man, Jesus Christ. 

Do you wonder that Isaiah said, ‘‘Here am I; 
send me,” as he saw all this? Will you enter the 
same Service ? 








The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


IME.— Whatever the date in years B. C., it was 
the year when in Northern Israel the pro-Assyr- 
ian dynasty of Menahem and Pekahiah was 

overthrown by the anti-Assyrian Pekah. According to 
the Bible, certain events occurred thirteen years be- 
fore (2 Kings 15 : 8-26). Zechariah, of the pro-Assyr- 
ian house of Jehu, reigned six months, and was slain 
by the anti-Assyrian Shallum, who, after one month, 
was slain by Menahem, supported by Tigla‘th-pilezer 
of Assyria. The Assyrian records, as commonly 
understood, say that Assyria was reconquering the 
many peoples that had turned in revolt to Azariah 
(Uzziah), king of Judah. The Assyrian and the bib- 
lical records agree, provided we make the hypothesis 
that the events occurred before Tiglath-pilezer be- 
came king, while he was a general of Asshur-dan III 
of Assyria. The Bible date for the death of Uzziah 
is 755 B.C. Ussher makes it ‘about 758 B.C.” If you 
insist that Tiglath-pilezer was already king when he 
helped Menahem, you will have to date that event as 
late as 745 B. C. (Tiglath-pilezer’s accession year) ; 
and you will have to date the death of Uzziah some 
years later. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—7he Lord; See verses 8 and 11. This 
word, as it is voweled in these verses, is used in 
Hebrew only to denote Jehovah. In the synagogue 
reading it is pronounced instead of Jehovah, wher- 
ever that name occurs. It is not used in the Old 
Testament as a designation of the Messiah. In ‘‘my 
Lord” (Psa. 110) the word is voweled differently. 
The Greek Old Testament currently has ‘‘ Lord” in- 
stead of Jehovah, and the New Testament follows 
this usage. The King James version and the English 
revision co:nmonly have ‘‘Lorp” in small capitals, 
instead of Jehovah. When the men of the New 
Testament speak of Jesus as Lord, it is probable that 
in some instances they intended to use the word as a 
divine name, though there is no way of differentiating 
the instances.—His train: The skirts of his robe 
(comp. Exod. 28 : 33, 34; Nah. 3:5; Lam.1: 9, and 
many places). Somehow there was presented to the 
mind of the prophet a group of symbols on a gigantic 
scale—symbols which he describes in terms of physi- 
cal sight and hearing. 

Verses 2-5.—Above him stood: Not necessarily on 
their feet ; perhaps stationary in the air.—Seraphim - 
Not ‘‘the seraphim.” They are not spoken of as a 
well-known order of beings. The word means ‘‘ burn- 
ing ones.” Perhaps in the form of human figures of 
flame, with wings of flame.—/Jehovah of hosts; From 
the time of the. conquests of David the Israelites 
thought much of Jehovah as the God who gave vic- 
tory to their armies. But besides being the God of 
battles, we think of Jehovah as the God of the sun 
and the stars and the planets, and as the God of 
superhuman intelligent beings, and the Israelites 
probably did the same.—A man of unclean lips : His 
vision of God renders the prophet conscious of his 
own shortcomings. 

Verses 9-10.—T7his people: Judah—Hear ye in- 
deed, etc.: The prophet is in a discouraged state of 
mind. It seems to him that when he preaches the 
people hear, but with no discernment of the truth ; 
that they do not know even the truths which they see 
with their own eyes ; that the effect of his message 
is to make them stupid and hardened, instead of 
leading them to ‘‘turn again, and be healed.” He 
is to keep on testifying, even though this be the effect. 

Verses sate <li ‘ong ? {s there no limit to this 
discouraging condition a affairs ?>—Until cities be 
waste without inhabitant: The phraseology seems 
to presuppose that of the preceding prophecy (Isa. 5 : 
5-6, 9, 17); the rejection of his message will continue 
till the threats implied in the message are executed. 
—Shall in turn be eaten up: The destruction will 
continue through one diminishing remnant after ap- 
other.— Whose stock remaineth when they cast their 
leaves : So the margin of American Revision. After 
all, Jehovah teils the prophet, these successive de- 
structions,in Israel are but the successive leaf-cast- 
ings of successive seasons. Though the foliage per- 
ishes the stock remains.—/?¢s stock is a holy seed: 
Not ‘‘the holy seed.” In Jehovah's purpose Israel is 
a holy people, chosen for an eternal destiny. Some- 
where in Israel a holy seed is being preserved, and 
this is the perennial stock, no matter how many times 
the leaves may fali. Ultimately the ‘‘hdly seed” is 
the Messiah. In the preceding sentences the difficul- 
ties of the situation have been set before the prophet 
as a challenge ; now heis encouraged by the certainty 
of success. 

Ausurn, N. Y. 
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The Four Bases of Religion 
By the Rev. G. A. Johnston Ross 


SAIAH’S significance has extended far beyond his 
own generation. His message marked a stage 
in the advance of religious knowledge, and has 

entered into the fabric of the truths on which Chris- 
tians live. The account of such a man’s call to the 
preacher's office cannot but be of permanent interest, 
as a human document; and we should use it to dis- 
cover the ruling principles ‘Chee the life and 
message issuing from the call. 

1. The Holiness of God.—Isaiah was a young 
courtier at the court of King Uzziah, that splendidly 
successful nevertiae of Judah, over whose latter 
years hung the unlifting cloud of a terrible divine 
punishment for pride. he tragedy,—its horror and 

erhaps a suspicion of its justice,—seems to have 

Causted the mind of young Isaiah; and when the 
shadow failed to lift, and the king died, Isaiah, revisit- 
ing the scene of the tragedy, suddenly realized the 
unspeakable moral contrast between God and men, 
the unreachable elevation of the dread holiness of 
God. He realized that it was but the hem of God’s 
garment that men, even in the exercise of religion, 
could see: above were unsearchable heights of holi- 
ness before which the purest intelligences must cower 
and veil themselves, neither bearing to see nor to be 
seen. Such a God could not be the God of Israel 
only: the whole earth was the field of his interest, 
the area of his wealth. ‘This was the thought in 
the strength of which Isaiah was to give steadying 
counsel in years to come to his fellow-countrymen, too 
easily dismayed by commotions in the heathen 
nations, too little concerned by moral disrepair in 
theirown. ‘These are the truths about God, of whose 
realization we still stand most in need,—the ineffable 
heights of his character, and the universal sweep of 
his control. Every pettiness in religion and in pub- 
lic life is traceable to the loss of apprehension of these 
vital truths. 

2. The Sense of Sin, personal and social,—The rev- 
elation of the holiness of God becomes at once an ac- 
tive force in Isaiah’s thought: it began to make his 
world. And, first, it began with Isaiah himself: he 
saw himself steeped to the lips in sin: a moral leper. 
A stinging rebuke from men may rouse a man’s 
remorse for what he has done, it is the vision of 
God that makes a man repent of what he zs. Isaiah 
saw in a flash over against the dread holiness of 
Jehovah his own moral ruin; and next, he saw that 
moral ruin reproduced around him, It is here our 
sense of sin is defective to-day: it has been too 
individualistic, we have too little realized our sin in 
the prevailing corruption, social injustice and irre- 
ligion. Itis useless, and wicked, to pray for a re- 
vival of the sense of sin, unless we mean a revived 
sense of acommon blameworthiness for the conditions 
of the time. 

3. The Pain of Grace.—See again God’s character 
at work. God being what he is, when a man owns 
sin as Isaiah did, cleansing is near. The willing- 
ness of God to make men clean is associated in the 
Bible with three symbols,—water, fire, and blood. 
Water stands for the simple fact of forgiveness ; 
fire, for the grace that disciplines; blood, for the 
sacrificial grief in God which makes forgiveness po - 
sible. Isaiah’s sacrament is the sacrament of fire; 
for he was to — painful work, and he was bap- 
tized by pain. he social servant of to-day, the true 
home missionary, is equipped just thus: first, by a 
personal ene that is at the same time a bap- 
tism of pain. ‘* Who is made to stumble and I durn 
not?” said the greatest of all missionaries. 

4. God in History.—Given such a sense as Isaiah 
had of the ineffable heights of the righteousness of 
God, and given such a sense as he had of solidarity 
with his people, it was inevitable that, feeling the 
need of some one to show forth God and the impli- 
cates of the Divine holiness, he should voluntarily 
consecrate himself to the work. Even before he real- 
izes all that such_a consecration means, he offers 
himself ; **here am I: send [not my words — but] 
me.” But then, comes sweeping over him like a 
tumultuous tide, the thought of the people’s condition: 
their grossness, their ‘‘ smeared” eyes, bloated with 
vileness, their sluggish consciences. What can the 
message of God’s holiness do but make the stupor 
deeper, and ripen the people for judgment? So does 
the social worker feel to-day, with his haunting sense 
of coming social cataclysm. In — the young 
apostle cries ‘‘ Lord, how long!” ‘There is a grind- 
ing sternness in the answer, thundered forth by the 
facts and by the God of thefacts as they are: ‘ Till 
the cities be wasted without inhabitant, ... and the 
land be utterly desolate . . . and there be a great for- 
saking in the midst of the land.” ‘‘ And is that word 
‘forsaking’ thy last word, Lord?” It is the charac- 
ter of Ged that again replies. For that exalted holi- 
ness, exalted above upbraiding and caprice, and pique, 
is the guarantee that forsaking isnot the final word. 
You have seen an oak preucd to the roots? Well, 
there is life in the stump still. God's discipline will 
be drastic and terrible; but a remnant shall survive. 
‘* The Lord will not forsake his people,” said Samuel 
and Isaiah,‘‘/or Ais great name's sake.” And Isaiah 
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went forth to preach to his people, ripening for judg- 
ment, the faithfulness of a holy God. 

God’s righteous character: our terrible solidarity in 
sin: the grace that cleanses by water, by fire, by the 
‘blood of God”; the vindication of God's faithfulness 
in history. These are the four strong bases of the 


‘personal religion, the steadying interpretation of life, 


which is an absolutely essential equipment of the 
worker for the Kingdom of God. 


Bryn Mawk, Pa. 
b 4 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


BOVE him stood the seraphim (v. 2). 
ing to Jewish tradition, the seraphim (Heb. 
burning ones) are created daily for the adora- 

tion of the throne of God. At first they stand, a 
countless host in mute expectation gazing upon the 
throne, until one of them is suddenly smitten with a 
sense of the divine majesty, and becomes a flame of 
fire. He then turns to the seraph nearest to him and 
whispers, ‘‘Glory.” The latter at once becomes in- 
candescent and cries ‘‘Glory” to his neighbor. Thus 
the message is borne over the multitude, and their 
mingled voices like the sound of many waters keep 
calling, ‘‘ Glory, glory, glory.” In the morning serv- 
ice of the synagogue there is a part where the voice 
of the congregation is hushed to a whisper in imita- 
tion of the seraphim, ‘‘ who with pure voice and holy 
melody chant in unison and say with- awe, ‘ Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is 
full of his glory.’” 

Jamaman of unclean lips (v. 5). The three re- 
ligions, Christianity by baptism, and Judaism and 
Islam by ceremonial washing of face, hands, and 
feet, all testify that the approach to God should 
always mean a deeper consciousness of sin. The 
pity is that the symbol so largely supplants the thing 
symbolized, a cleansed heart. 

A live coal... with the tongs from off the altar 

(v. 6). -The reference is to a glowing piece of oak 
cinder, or charcoal. The shape of the tongs. in uni- 
versal use in the East is that of a plain strip of metal 
bent double, and often with the points slightly curved 
downwards. On the ancient belief in the cleansing 
and healing power of fire, an Arabic proverb says, 
‘The unfailing resource of medicine is branding.” 
. Make the heart of this people fat (v. 10), Of any 
one who receives favors and makes no attempt to re- 
turn them, Orientals say, ‘‘ His blood is heavy.” 
His insfincts are voiced by the Arabic proverb, ‘' Let 
me hear a thousand times the word ‘ Take,’ but not 
once the word ‘ Give.’ ” 


% 
Modern Visions and Volunteers 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


N THE city of Rochester, during the Christmas 
vacation a little over a year ago, three thousand 
students from American schools and colleges 

came together to see the missionary vision and to 
hear the missionary call. Among them were the 
coming Christian leaders of the next generation. 
Ninety-two of the delegates rose at the closing meet- 
ing and said that inresponse to the call for volunteers 
they were ready and expecting to go wherever they 
might be sent during the coming year. 

Bach one, like Isaiah, had seen visions—of God and 
his majesty and holiness; of themselves and their un- 
worthiness; of the world and its darkness and need; 
of the ability of Christ to cleanse and empower them; 
of the difficulties of the task and the coming triumphs 
through the Holy Spirit. Each one had heard the 
voice of God saying, ‘‘ Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us”; and each had responded, ‘‘ Heream I, 
send me.” Some of the reasons given were: 


Because it is more blessed to go than to send a sub- 
stitute, 

Because the work is hard and there is great need for 
some one to do it. 

Because I belong to the King’s army and the greatest 
need is at the front. 

Because I must obey the last great command of Christ. 

Because I would invest my life where it will be most 
useful. 

Because of my love for God and my gratitude for what 
he has done for me. 


Many other reasons lead men and women to volun- 
teer for the service of Christ. It is not so much an 
appointment as an opportunity to supply a need. It 
is acall of the unfit—made fit by the cleansing power 
of God. It is a call to do the impossible—made pos- 
sible by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Isaiah’s call was to his own people, a home mission, 
a city mission. Yours may be to a foreign mission. 
‘One who is not ready to go anywhere is fit to go no- 
where.” 


BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Great Date.—/n the year thai king Usziah 
died I saw the Lord (vy. 1). In good reigns come 
good men. The Elizabethan age. The Victorian 
age. Live under a good king if you want to be a 
great man—that is to say, select a good‘ boss.” A 
good boy never has to work for an evil ‘‘ boss "— 
no, never. Nor a good girl for an evil mistress. 
Isaiah saw Christ (John 12:41). You will always 
remember the date you saw the Lord. Keep a care- 
ful record of your great days. You don't have any? 
See the Lord to-day, and you will have the greatest 
May day in history. The fellow without dates is no 
better than the Hottentot who has no dates. Many 
men have no great days, not evena birthday. ‘‘ Only 
living clothes-horses,” I heard somebody say. ‘' Mrs. 
Wallace, how long have you lived herein Coatesville ?” 
I asked. ‘‘ Let’s see,” she replied, ‘‘ how old is our 
Mary Jane? Yes, we've lived here going on fifteen 
years.” And when you get born that will give you 
a great date too (John 3 : 3). 


At College.— Each one had six wings (v.2). What 
use are wings? In this coming flying age we might 
use them all for flying. But please note that here 
two were for reverence, two for humility, and two for 
service. Activity not the only grace. All right to 
‘*hustle” in the Lord’s work, but we also need, and 
sadly need, reverence and humility, Reverence for 
superiors, equals and inferiors. Nearly every person 
is a master, at some point, from whom we can learn. 
That ‘‘old bum” was a college professor once. Teach 
love to God, but don’t forget reverence for woman. 
We are a nation of boasters—but look at our crowded 
jails and multiplying asylums, and be humble. Teach 
reverence for father and mother. ‘The old man’s 
shut down on me, and if the old woman doesn’t come 
to time and help me out I am in one dickens of a 
hole,” I heard a college man say to a bunch of his 
fellows. And the sad part of it was, his irreverence 
for his parents did not seem to shock any of them. 
ne ta boys don’t talk like that (Lev. 19 : 3; Matt. 
15: 4). 


Lamp-black.—/ am a man of unclean lips (v. 5). 
Said that before the live coal had touched his lips. 
Altar-coal scorched lips never give any one a 
‘*scorchin’.” In the old days of surgery when they 
amputated they scorched. I think they still use an 
electric knife in some cases. The altar-coal kills the 
bacilli of hate and scandal. Can any one be ‘‘a man 
of unclean lips” who has a clean heart? I know 
those whose handicap in life has been their unclean 
lips. What comes rolling out from between the lips 
reveals the sort of a factory there is down inside. 
The very man who. may laugh at the supposed fun- 
niness of the lip product has no use for the kind of 
heart from which it flows. That salesman with the 
chimney-sweep collection is the worst investment the 
house has. ost business offices nowadays are 
manned by gentlemen. The clove breath and lamp- 
black story age of business has passed. Most Amer- 
ican business men are Christians (John 15 : 3). 


Just Over the Hill.— 7hen J said: Here am I, send 
me (v. 8). Attitude iseverything. Two kinds. One, 
‘Were I am, send me.” The other, ‘‘ There he is, 
send Sam.” The first finishes up behind the mahog- 
any desk. It is the attitude of the runner. The 
second finishes out by the ‘‘ For Employees” door. 
It is the attitude of the ‘‘setter.” Can always tell a 
true conversion. The convert wants to do some- 
thing. God never gives a blessing to keep. Why 
doesn’t God’s lightning strike grog shops? God 
wants conductors. Do I hear you say ‘‘Send me”? 
The world needs ‘‘Send me” men as never before, 
Men for the hard places. Men who can swing things 
(1 John 2:14). Charles Pugh was a boy in his 
father’s store at Unionville, just over the hills from 
here. The country store job was too easy and he 
asked for a place on the Pennsylvania Railroad. It 
was one of the heaviest stations on the road which 
he got, at Newport, Perry County. But he ‘swung 
it.” Then they gave him a harder one. He cracked 
that. Thus he kept climbing until the Centennial of 
1876 in Philadelphia, when he was handed the big- 
gest proposition any rail man had ever had up tothat 
time. e had to handle the enormous crowds, and 
he did it to perfection. To-day he is Vice-President 
Pugh of the greatest railroad system in the world— 
this country boy from Unionville just over the hill. 


Joe and Bill.— Hear... but understand not; see 
... but perceive not (v. 9). Last year at the request 
of our local Y. M. C. A. I wrote a series of articles 
for our daily paper calling attention to the free edu- 
cational classes. IL gave many home examples of 
folks in town who had risen to position and wealth 
by self-improvement in the evenings. Our young 
men heard, but they understood not. They are still 
in the ‘‘ loafing places.” They will understand in the 
days to come, when the .other fellow has the place 
and they still ‘‘carry water.” Thousands hear the 
gospel presented, but they understand not. They 
will understand in that future day (Matt. 25 : 44). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


LESSON FOR MAY 14 (Isaiah 6) 


Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


Have you hesitated about using the 
Underwood Stereographs because your 
class is so large that you thought it would 
take too much time from the lesson study 
period to let all the members see the 
views? Then you will be interested in 
reading this letter from an_ Illinois 
teacher: “I have a large class of boys, 
—twenty-five to thirty each Sunday,— 
and my plan is to be in our classroom at 
least half an hour before the opening ses- 
sion. As the boys come, each one is 
greeted in turn, given a look through the 
stereoscope, and the scene explained. 
When the school opens we are in our 
places on time, with minds fixed on and 
ready for the lesson. At the study hour 
a word or two recalls the scene, and no 
time is taken from the regular lesson 
period. One look at the stereograph is 
more effective than the best description 
could possibly give, and the impression 
is lasting. It is a most helpful method, 
and I hope it can be continued next year.” 

If, at the opening of the lesson, the teacher 
will, by the use of the map and the description, 
or better, of the map and the stereograph (a 
beautiful photographic view of Palestine, for use 
in the stereoscope), get clearly in the minds ot 
the pupils the setting of the lesson's events in 
Palestine, it will help, as no other method can, 
to give a sense of reality to those events and a 
lasting impression of them. 

Forty-five different places will be visited dur- 
ing 1911 ; the forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, 
‘and if ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold- 
lettered case will be given free. ‘The use of 
these helps may profitably be begun a¢ any 
time during the year. ‘The second Quarter's 
lessons call for eleven stereographs, cost 
$1.83. ‘The May lessons by themselves call 
for three stereographs, cost 50 cents. Thirteen 
places visited in 1910 are revisited in 1911, so 
persons owning the 1910 material need order 
only thirty-two new stereographs this year. Less 
than three stereographs in one order are 20 cents 
each. Stereoscope, 85 cents. Express or 
postage is prepaid. Orders should be sent to 
The Sunday School ‘Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


'A® NEARLY as we can judge from the 
fragmentary account of Isaiah’s vision 
it seems to have come to him while 

he was worshiping in the temple. Most 
likely he was praying in one of the long col- 
onnaded porches that overlooked the altar of 
burnt. offerings. Though the stately aisles 


were long ago demolished, we probably do 
know where the altar stood. 

Notice on our Jerusalem map the encir- 
cled number 20 within the old temple area. 
That spot is to-day covered by a Muhamma- 














, MAP PATENT No. 656,569 BY UNDERWOOD & UNDERWOOD, 
PAT'D Ut GREAT BRITALL 
dan building of entirely different design. 
(We saw the building with its beaut:ful big 
dome when we looked across to the city from 
Olivet, January 15.) If you stand to-day 
under the central dome of that comparatively 
modern building you find immediately be- 
fore you a strange object to have the place 
of honor in so costly a shrine. It is a big, 
bare ledge of grayish native rock over forty 
feet long, approximately leve], but with a 
good many irregularities in its surface. It is 
not used for anything at all now, but a pro- 
tecting balustrade stands close around it, 
showing that it is regarded with great re- 
spect. Beyond the balustrade is a still taller 
screen of metal-work. Beautiful marble col- 
umns, with polished shafts and elaborately 
carved capitals, stand in a curved line up- 
holding above the screen lofty arches of 
stone. (That curve is part of a big open- 
work circle of stone-masonry, extending all 
around the rock, and supporting the dome 
high overhead.) Through the arches you 
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can see part of the lower, outside wall of the 
building. 

On this rock—so very ancient tradition 
declares—the altar for burnt offerings was 
set up, when the space immediately around 
it was an open courtyard of Solomon’s splen- 
did temple. The sanctuary, or Holy Place, 
was a few rods away at your left (west). 

The Muhammadan masters of Jerusalem 
are, you remember, sworn foes to every sort 
of idolatry. Their leader, Muhammad, pro- 
fessed and taught great reverence for the 
Hebrew patriarchs and prophets; indeed, 
at the present time devout followers of Mu- 
hammad believe that they and they only are 
keeping up the pure worship of God for 
which Isaiah and his fellows labored. That 
is why this ancient altar rock is enshrined 
by them so splendidly, even though Muham- 
madans themselves build no altars, and 
though their forms of worship do not call for 
anything resembling the old Hebrew sacri- 
fices. 

The smoke and flame rising from this stone 
into the open sky, as some valuable animal 
was consumed, symbolized the rising of the 
heart’s devotion to God when its unclean 
self-love had been consumed. It was per- 
fectly natural for a devout Hebrew to think 
of the live coals on the altar as having in 
themselves a consecrating quality. And 
Isaiah’s mystical rapture of self-consecration 
quickly translated itself into energetic work 
for other people. 

Maybe, if that man of Jerusalem had not 
stood here before this rock one day about 
twenty-six hundred years ago, there would 
be no “ Isaiah ’’ section in our Bibles to-day. 

You can see the altar rock just as Chris- 
tian and Muhammadan pilgrims see it, by 
using a stereograph entitled, ‘‘ The sacred 
rock where the temple altar stood, Mt. 
Moriah, Jerusalem.”’ 


% 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
— the acceptance of material, and the 
year's lesson calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


Couldn’t Answer the Call.— Of unclean 
dips (v. 5). Archbishop Ryan was one day 
in a barber shop when four or five young 
men walked in whom he knew by their 
voices, but who did not recognize the man 
in the chair with lather all over his face. 
They proceeded to spend the time by telling 
stories and using expressions which, to say 
the least, were rather strong. When the 
barber pulled away the towel the Archbishop 
cleanly shaved stood before them. So non- 
plused were they that no one tried to take 
the vacant chair, and the barber called sev- 
eral times : ‘*‘ Next gentleman! Next gentle- 
man!’’ The Archbishop smiled somewhat 
grimly as he said: ‘‘It isn’t a bit of use, 
John. There’s not a man here that has the 
effrontery to answer to that name.’’—Z. S, 
Buckingham, Philadelphia. From The 
Ladies’ Home Journal. 


Korea at Work.—/Here am 1; send me 
(v. 8). A writer in The Epworth Heraid 


| says: At the First Methodist Episcopal Sun- 
| day-school I was very much surprised to find 


a small class of Korean young men. That 
morning a member of the class had brought 


| with him a small American boy. The super- 


intendent, coming around, asked how this 
boy came to be in that class. The Korean 
said the boy was the son of the man for 
whom he worked, and as he did not go to 
Sunday-school he had asked the father if he 
might not bring the little boy with him, which 
he did. An American boy, in America, 
brought to Sunday-school by a Korean, and 
that boy the only new scholar in that school 
that day! I did not need to go far for a text 
when they called on me to address the school 
on our work in Korea.— William J. Hart, 
D. D., Utica, N.Y. The prize for this week 
ts awarded to this illustratiou. 

Roosevelt’s Call.— Here am J (v. 8). 
When Mr. Roosevelt was police commis- 
sioner of New York City, he read for the 
first time Jacob Riis’ book, ‘*‘ How the Other 
Half Lives,’’ and at once desired to meet the 
writer. Going into lower Manhattan, he 
climbed the stairs to the modest little room, 
and knocked on the door. There was no 
response ; Mr. Riis was not at home. Tak- 
ing out his card, the visitor simply wrote, 
** Have read your book, and came to help. 





THEODORE ROOSEVELT.’’— Mrs. R. W. Lowe, 
Delevan, N.Y. From The Christian En- 
deavor World. 


Just Witnessing.— Zhen / said, Here am 
ZI; send me (v. 8). A man who was asked 
to give a testimony in a religious meeting 
excused himself with the plea that he was 
neither learned nor elequent. A witness in 
a court-room asked to testify in behalf of a 
friend would never excuse himself with that 
plea. He would know that to be a witness 
one does not have to be learned and elo- 
quent, but only willing to tell what he knows 
of the one for whom. he witnesses. Jesus 
Christ needs witnesses. Are you one ?— 
Mrs. E. O. Mather, Evart, Mich. From 
The Classmate. 


Raising Money for Missions.— 7ien / 
said, Here am I; send me (v. 8). <A clergy- 
man, in West Africa, asked his hearers to 
bring the next Sunday what they could give 
to send the good news to those places where 
God’s love was yet unknown. Next Sunday 
saw a motley collection of things available 
for turning into money. At last a little black 
girl walk up and offered—herself. The mis- 
sionary smiled, ‘‘ Not yet, dear child,’’ he 
said ; ‘* some day, I hope, but at present you 
are too young to teach.’’ ‘* But massa not 
understand,’’ said she ; ‘‘ I have sold myself 
to missus. She will give you the money.’’ 
Does not this true story put us lukewarm 
Christians to shame.—Zizsze Z. Smith, Bur- 
ford, Ontario. 


Volunteering in Korea.—Here am /; 
send me (v. 8). In 1906, just preceding the 
great revival in Korea, the missionaries there 
felt the need of native preachers to help them 
in their work. A meeting of the native Chris- 
tians was therefore called at Pyeng Yang, and 
for a week they talked and prayed with those 
Korean men concerning God’s need of their 
lives. The final Sunday morning came, and 
a call was made for those who would give 
themselves to be ministers. Then it was 
that one hundred and seventy-six Koreans 
arose as one man, and came forward to offer 
their lives on God’s altar. It is doubtful if 
in any land such a large body of volunteers 
ever enrolled in the ministry on a single oc- 
casion.—Mrs. C. R. Phillips, El Dorado, 
iil. From Korean Missions. 


Why He Served.— And J heard the voice 
of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and 
who will go forus? Then I said, Here am 
I; send me (v. 8). ‘*Let I do it, muvver, 
let I.”’ The speaker was a child of three, 
and the words were spoken with all the so- 
licitude of his devoted little heart. The 
mother was ill, and in the absence of the 
nurse from the room she was attempting to 
reach the ice-bag on the stand near the bed. 
Without a moment’s hesitation, the little one 
had left his fascinating picture-puzzle and ran 
to her, eager to serve. Many times during 
the days of illness the offer was repeated : 
‘*Let I do it, muvver.’’ Finally the mother, 
fearing the effect of such anxiety on the little 
fellow, remonstrated, ‘‘ Mother cannot let her 
little boy help all the time; try to forget 
mother now, and go to your play.’”?” He 
threw his arms tenderly around her neck : 
** Robert likes to do it, muvver,—I loves 
oo.’’ And that is the secret of all willing 
service. When the heart is filled with love, 
there is ever the ready response to each call 
to serve, ‘‘ Here am 1; send me.’’—C/arissa 
L. Sedgwick, Vienna, Va. 


« 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Lord Jesus, 
we rejoice that thou hast entrusted us with thy 
message of life and light to the world. How 
shall others know of thee unless thy followers 
bear word to them? And how shall any of us 
speak the message convincingly unless we may 
be cleansed of evil thought and self-w@l? O 
Lord, we beseech thee so to take possession of 
us that we shall have no’message of our own, 
but simply thy message, going forth from us in 
look and word and deed. May we mot only 
stand ready to serve thee, but may we eagerly 
seek ways of service to bring thee into the 
needy, hungry and baffled lives of others as 
Saviour and very Life. In thy dear name we 
pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.— Within a few days, 
two Philadelphia hospitals had need of some- 
one who would be willing to give blood in 
order to save, or to strengthen another iife, by 
letting the blood of astrong man run into the 
arteries of the very weak patient. It is a 
painful and weakening thing to have an ar- 
tery in your arm opened, without taking any- 
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thing to ease the pain, and to let the blood 
flow from that opening into the artery in the 
arm of another, But these two hospitals had 
more persons offer themselves for this service 
than they could possibly use. And that is 
likely to be so in such cases. But suppose it 
occurs to you that some one you have known 
for years needs to lead, and to have, a new 
life of power to overcome temptation, courage 
to be clean in word and deed, do you hurry 
to bear to that friend the knowledge of what 
Christ has done for you, and what Christ 
could do for him? When Christ calls 
for volunteers to do /¢hat kind of life- 
giving service do you leap to obey? Well, 
we hope some one else will do it, anyway. 
Harry isa better talker than I am. He 
ought to do it. And then, that sort of thing 
is the minister’s work. Of course, we know 
some one ought to go, so we can agree that 
it is right to 





SEND 











[write the word ‘‘send’’] and we can think 
of plenty of names to put in after that word. 
There is one short word, however, which 
stands for any of us who will use it. Isaiah 
used it, and it was no easy mission God 
called him to, What is that word? Je. 
Write it]. It takes courage to mean that! 
send me, anywhere, to any one, at any time 
on ¢hy business, O Lord, and I'll go. God 
grant that we may so decide and so act to- 
day and every day ! 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* God moves in a mysterious way.”’ 

‘* T surrender all."’ 

‘* Who is on the Lord's side."’ 

‘* The morning light is breaking."’ 

‘* Jesus shall reign where’er the sun. 

‘* Hasten the time appointed.”’ 

‘* Ye Christian heralds, go, proclaim."’ 

** O happy day, that fixed my choice." 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 

Psalm book ‘ Bible Songs.’’) 


Psalm 48 : 7-10 (ror : 1-4). 
Psalm 99 : 1-4 (198 : 1-3). 
Psalm 26 : 1-4 (54 : 1-4). 


Psalm 40 : 3-10 (84 : 2-5). 
Psalm 145 : 1-5 (310 : 1-5). 
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Lesson Home-Readings 


Bieoted under the auspices ‘of the: Sunday-school 
itorial Association, and approved by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee). 
M.—lIsaiah 6 : 1- 13 . Isaiah’s Vision and Call 
to Service. 

T.—Isaiah 2:1-4. . . . Isaiah’s Vision of the 
Attractiveness of the Lord’s House. 

W.—lIsaiah 2 : 5-22. . Vision of the Vanity of 
Idols. 

T.—Isaiah 3: 1-15. . The Lord Entering into 
Judgment with the Rulers, 

F.—Isaiah 3 : 16-26; 4:1... . Judgment on 
Careless Women. 

S.—Isaiah 4 : 2-6. The Redeemed Jerusalem. 

S.—Isaiah 1: 1-20 . . . Come, Let us Reason 
together, Saith the Lord. 





[ Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TEACHING.— God wants his chil- 
dren to be messengers for him. 

Before the Lesson.—Six boys sat in 

a row on a bench at the hotel. Each time 

the signal rang the end boy went to the desk, 

got his message, and started off quickly to do 





his errand. In hotels such boys are called 
? (bell-boys). In telegraph offices they 
are called ? (messenger-boys).. There 





are many people who must always be ready © 
to obey signals ; the telephone girls are listen- 
ing for the bell; the firemen start when the 
gong sounds ; the motorman stops the street- 
car when you push the button ; the elevator- 
boys, in the big office buildings, must be 
ready to. carry people up or down: all of 
these people learn to obey signals promptly, 
just as if each one said, ‘‘ Here am I; [ am 
ready.’ ~ 
Does your teacher or mother ever send 
you on an errand? Do you ever have to 
clean up before you are ready to go? God 
needs prompt, willing messengers too. - 
Approach.—Use the story of God’s call to 
Samuel (1 Sam. 3) and emphasize his ready 
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response, ‘‘ Here am I; you called me.’’ 
Because Samuel was ready and obeyed, he 
became God’s messenger, or prophet, all his 
life. 
speaking God’s messages, and help the chil- 
dren to remember Jonah, who wouldn’t go 
at first, but afterward did speak God’s mes- 
sage.) 

Lesson Story.—There once lived a man 
named Isaiah, God wanted him for a 
prophet, or messenger. 
thing like the king’s name, about whom we 
talked last Sunday. Do you remember about 
King Uzziah? (Review briefly his good 
start in life, his pride and disobedience and 
his punishment by leprosy. He lived quite 


a while after that in his own separate house.) | 


In the year that King Uzziah died God’s 
message came to Isaiah the prophet. 


‘* | stands for Isaiah, a prophet of old, 
Who often the coming of Jesus foretold." 


At first, Isaiah didn’t think that he could | 


be God’s prophet, so God showed him a 
beautiful vision or dream. Isaiah saw the 
Lord God in heaven, with angels round 
about him, always ready to be his messen- 
gers. ‘hey said to one another, ‘* Holy, 
holy, holy, is Jehovah of hosts: the whole 
earth is full of his glory.’’ (If the children 
know it, sing a verse of ‘* Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God Almighty,’’ or try the simpler song 
from ‘* Carols,’’ ** Holy is the Lord.’’) 

It must have’ beautiful to see and hear the 
angels. Isaiah felt that he was not fit to be 
God’s messenger, and he said, ‘* I am a man 
of unclean lips, and mine eyes have seen the 
* King, the Lord of hosts.’ ”’ 

It seemed as if God heard Isaiah say those 
words, for an angel messenger came and 
touched his lips with a coal from the altar, 
that they might be clean to speak pure words 
for God. Isaiah heard a voice saying, ‘* Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?’’ By 
that time Isaiah was ready to go anywhere, 
so he answered, ‘‘ Here am 1; send me,’’ 
Then God told him the message which he 
must speak. Isaiah was to tell the people 
(as Josiah did) that because of their disobe- 
dience to God, they must leave their houses 
and cities, They would stand empty and 
their land would lie waste and bear no fruit. 
Everything would be lonesome and desolate, 
and the people would be carrried to another 
land, It wasn’t an easy message to tell, but 
Isaiah did what God told him todo, That 
was long ago. 

After the Lesson.—God needs messengers 
now. Show pictures of your pastor, and one 
or two home missionaries, and the people 
among whom they work. Especially empha- 
size the work for which your offering is to be 
made on Children’s Day. Explain the part 
which the children cando. Keepa picture of 
it before them, thus deepening the impression, 
which should lead to expression, Sing: 


‘IT cannot do great things for him, 
Who did so much for me ; 
But I should like to show my love, 
Dear Jesus, unto thee ; 
Faithful in very little things, 
O Saviour, may I be!" 
(Songs for Little People.) 

There are many children who have not 
heard God’s messages, though they live in 
our own home-land, I hope God will call 
some of our boys and girls to be messengers 
for him when you grow older, but our gifts 
can help to send messengers now. 

Home Work,—Find pictures of people in 
our own land (Indians, Esquimaux, Mexi- 
cans, foreigners, etc,) who need to hear God’s 
message. Bring these next Sunday, also the 
picture of a missionary who heard God’s call 
for messengers and said, **‘ Here am I; send 
me.”’ 


Cuicaco, ILL. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


ISAIAH'S CALL TO BE A HOME MISSIONARY 
1. His Vision. 
2. His Call. 
3. His Answer. 
4. The Call for Us. 


HE girls suggested this title for our tab- 
lets. I told them the little known of 
Isaiah, and spoke in a general way of 

his time and the nature of his prophecies. I 
explained that he was the greatest of the 
writing prophets, contrasting him in this re- 
spect with Elijah and Elisha. 

We first discussed the vision. The girls 
told me what Isaiah had seen, and we men- 


Isaiah sounds some- | 


(Show pictures of Elijah and Elisha ' 
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tioned others who had seen visions. I made 
no minute analysis of the vision except to 
explain **seraphim’’: their two-fold work 
and the symbolism in their wings. We noted 
Isaiah’s exclamation of unworthiness. I 
asked whether he was in reality a wicked 
man. We noted how very unworthy we feel 
in the presence of any great man or woman, 
How much more so would we feel in the 
presence of the perfect God! I explained 
the symbolism of the fire as a purifier, as it 
was with gold, and we discussed why the 
altar fire was needed, and its effect in Isaiah’s 
preaching. 

We were now ready for our second topic. 
What did Isaiah hear? For whom was 
Isaiah to go? What was he to do? We 
paused to contrast the responses of Isaiah 
and Jonah. We noted Isaiah’s faith and 
great love in offering himself without know- 
ing or asking where he was to be sent. He 
was willing to be used anywhere. I read, 
here, the remainder of the chapter. What 
was Isaiah’s answer? We marked and mem- 
orized it. 

But now we want to have an eye and an 
ear and an answer like Isaiah’s or Samuel’s. 
I recalled the boy Samuel’s answer. Some- 
times the call comes from Jehovah directly, 
sometimes Jehovah calls through the voice of 
the needy, as in Mtesa’s case in ‘* Uganda’s 
White Man of Work.’’ Sometimes the con- 
dition is in itself a call tous. A fallen man 
on the sidewalk is a call for help, although 
the man himself may be unconscious, 

Does our land peed missionaries like 
Isaiah? How? Where? . The crowded 
city was the first call mentioned, and when 
I presented the cell of the city slums, and 
mentioned the settlement workers who vol- 
untarily live there, I wish you could have 
heard one girl exclaim, in utter amazement, 
‘* Live there !’’ To her it was inconceiv- 
able. And what a privilege it was to open 
her eyes to the splendid women from homes 
of refinement and culture who are called by 
Jehovah, even as foreign missionaries and 
ministers, to live side by side with wretched, 
ignorant, unclean people, to uplift them and 
tell them of Christ, to show to them a Chris- 
tian’s duty in the home, and to help them 
realize the joy of living. 

This took so much of our time that we 
could but mention the calls from our south- 
land, our frontier, our colonies. Two men, 
a civilized man and an Indian, walked to- 
gether in a forest. Which will hear the step 
of the deer first? Why? Could a girl be- 
gin to train herself to listen for God’s call ? 
How? What must come before the call? 
‘¢ The pure in heart shall see God.’’ Does 
Jehovah ever call people to do things they 
do not wish to do at first? Remember 
Jonah. Does he ever call people to do 
things which at that moment they are unpre- 
pared todo? Remember the disciples. We 
read and marked Hebrews 12 : 25 and 
Psalm 95: 7, 8. Daily communion and fel- 
lowship with God will be the training to recog- 
nize his voice, and, when he speaks, to have 
Isaiah’s answer ready, ‘‘Hear am I; send 
me,’”’ 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 

Read again of Isaiah’s call. Write his 
answer from memory (Isa. 6: 8). 

Read Isaiah 5: 1-8. How is the care of 
the vineyard a picture cf God’s care of his 
chosen people ? 

Read Jeremiah 2:23, 22. What kings 
helped to change Israel from a noble vine 
into a degenerate one ? 

Read Isaiah 5: 8-18. What makes peo- 
ple rise early voluntarily? What then is 
shown if they rise early to follow strong 
drink ? 

Read Isaiah 5 : 18-26. 
drunkards do the nation ? 
Read Isaiah 5: 1-12. 
go into captivity. 
ready in captivity ? 

Read Matthew 21 : 33-44. What was the 
penalty here for producing no fruit? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


What harm do 


Israel is about to 
How are drunkards al- 


On Next Week’s Temperance Lesson, 
for Intermediate Classes 


For the Class.—Find as many verses as 
you can in Jesus’ words about fruit. Learn 
the one you like best. 

For the Teacher.—Collect facts from /ocal 
teachers, physicians, and business men show- 
ing why cigaret-smoking is harmful to boys. 

(A special temperance teaching-article will 
show sow to use these suggestions, in next 
week's issue.) 


SCHOOL TIMES 


NE of the most remarkable documents 
on reaching and working with boys 
that bas yet appeared is the April 

number of Association Boys. It contains 
ninety-six pages of matter on the adolescent 
boy and the Sunday-school, and from a rich 
variety of viewpoints, including special arti- 
cles by Mr. Marion Lawrance, General Sec- 
retary of the International Sunday School 
Association, and Mr. Edgar M. Robinson, 
a Secretary on Boys’ Work of the Interna- 
tional Committee of Young Men’s Christian 
Associations. ‘The vital needs and practical 
methods of definite co-operation between the 
church and the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation are convincingly and invitingly set 
forth. Striking photographs are given of 
work being done by boys in this field. The 
regular price of the magazine is 25 cents a 
copy, but arrangements have been made to 
place this particular number in the hands of 
all who desire it at "Lo cents a copy, postpaid, 
or $7.50 a hundred by express, collect. No 
pastor, Sunday-school superintendent, or 
teacher of boys can well afford to miss the 
wealth of help thus offered. Address Asso- 
ciation Boys, 124 East 28th Street, New York 
City.—LZditor of The Sunday School Times. 
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My Class of Boys 


And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


ERY few of the boys had read the three 
chapters of Isaiah which I had asked 
them to read, so I read to them verses 

and passages here and there, to give them 
some idea of the splendor and variety of 
the prophet’s literary style. I had under- 
scored in my Bible about one-fourth of the 
three chapters, and in my reading I empha- 
sized 2: 4, 2:10, I1, and the particularly 
graphic section, 3 : 16, 18-24. 

Next I read some of the verses that bear 
especially upon the condition of Judah dur- 
ing Isaiah’s life, and showed the need of his 
ministry. I spoke of the power of Assyria, 
and of Isaiah’s policy of submission toit, and 
of waiting for God’s good time of deliver- 
ance. As Isaiah is the first of the ‘‘ major 
prophets,’’ I gave the reason (the length of 
their compositions) for distinguishing’ thus 
between them and the ‘‘ minor prophets,’’ 
and had the class repeat the names of the 
four major prophets in contert, 


This Week’s Novelty.—I had fastened to 
a board a large photograph of Dr. Henry 
Clay Trumbull which I happened to have. 
I chose this photograph because I had re- 
cently told the class something about his re- 
liance upon prayer and the answers to prayer 
which he received in certain definite cases ; 
but any picture of a man known to the class 
to be great and good will answer. You 
might take Washington or Lincoln. 

I had taken a strip of pasteboard extend- 
ing beyond the photograph, and with tacks 
had fastened this strip so that it covered the 
forehead and the eyes. Another strip com- 
ing from the side covered the ear that was 
shown in the photograph. Another strip 
coming from the other side covered the nose. 
A strip clear across the photograph covered 
the lips. Below that was a large strip cov- 
ering the breast. Below that was a still 
larger piece covering the imaginary lower 
part of the picture and the feet ; but the real 
photograph was half length. Beginning with 
telling the boys that we were to learn how 
this most influential man of four reigns be- 
gan his life-work, I asked them first in what 
year it was, and then told them that Isaiah’s 
experience was a consecration of his eyes, 
ears, nose, mouth, heart, and feet,— his 
whole nature. 

‘* And first,’’ I asked, what did he see? ’’ 
They were ready to relate the vision of 
verses I and 2. ‘*Can you see?’’ I went 
on to ask. ‘* Are you blinded like this man? 
What constitutes the use of the eyes ?’’ The 
boys named, and I suggested, what the 
really wide open eyes will see,—this beauti- 
ful world, the men and work of the present, 
the past and its lessons, duty, the Bible, 
God, Christ, heaven. All of these were seen 
by Isaiah, and also by the man whose pic- 
ture was before them. With that I removed 
the top strip of pasteboard and disclosed the 
eyes. 

** What did Isaiah 4ear?’’ I went on to 
ask, and they told of the great anthem given 
in verse 3. Then we considered what a boy 
must hear if his ears are to be fully used,— 





bird songs, the wisest advice of parents and 
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friends, ‘the instruction of teachers, sermons, 
the voice of God within. I improved the 
opportunity for a much-needed lecture on 
attention! Then I removed the strip of 
pasteboard and disclosed the ear of the pic- 
ture. 

** What did Isaiah sme//7?’’ was the next 
question, and the boys were quick to give 
the answer contained in verse 4,—the smoke 
of the fragrant incense rising to Jehovah. I 
talked about the fragrance of loving service, 
and of the incense of praise that should fill 
our lives, and then removed the strip over 
the nose. 

‘* What did Isaiah say?’’ The answer 
was in verse 5, with the continuation in 
verses 6, 7. We talked about pure speech, 
and I removed the strip over the lips. But 
I asked them what must be pure before the 
speech can be pure and strong, and they re- 
plied, ‘*The heart.’’ So I removed the 
strip over the heart, asking the boys what 
alone can purify the heart, and render the 
springs of life pure and good, The ‘coal 
from the altar’’ for each one of us is the 
warm, loving heart of our Saviour pressed 
close against our own. 

‘* Finally, with his heart and lips purified, 
what was Isaiah told to do?’”’ e was told . 
(vs. 8, 9) to go on God’s errands, though 
they were very difficult. And he gave one 
of the finest answers ever given to any com- 
mand. Have the boys repeat it in concert. 
Upon what errands does send boys to- 
day? Tohelp athome. To attend church 
and Sunday-school faithfully. To be earnest 
and faithful at the public school. To help 
their friends. To go with their money and 
their prayers to the ends of the earth. Re- 
moving the last piece of pasteboard, I told a 
little about the consecrated life of Dr. Trum- 
bull, and the many errands for his Master 
upon which he went, 


HoME Work ON NEXT WEEK’s Lesson. 

Read Isaiah § : 1-23; 28: 1-13. Study 
especially Isaiah 5: 1-12. How is your life 
like a vineyard? What would intemperance 
do for that vineyard? How is the nation 
like a vineyard? What is intemperance 
doing for this vineyard ? ~ 

Boston. 
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On Next Week’s Temperance Lesson, 
for Senior Classes 


What is being done in Europe and Amer. 
ica for temperance education, in schools, by 
literature, posters, exhibits ? 

How much does the license money re- 
ceived in this community or county lower 
the tax rate per $1,000? 

How much does it save you on your tax- 
bill ? 


(A special temperance teaching-article will 
show how to use these suggestions, in next 
week's issue.) 

& 


The. Adult Bible Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


How God Called Two Great Prophets, 
Amos and Isaiah, into Service for Their 
Peoples: Home Missionary Lesson 
(Amos 1-9; Isaiah 2-4, 6; 
745-739 B. C.) 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION. 


HE last lesson exhibited the great pros- 
perity of Judah and Israel under Uzziah 
and Jeroboam II. At no time in his- 

tory were these two little nationalities at a 
higher pitch of self-satisfied well-being. They 
had become dominant over the whole of their 
portion of the Western Asiatic world, and had 
had no occasion to fear the great sovereigns 
of Egypt or Assyria, who were engrossed in 
their local concerns, and were for various 
reasons unable to satisfy their dreams of far- 
reaching conquest. 

The careful reading of the messages of the 
three prophets who had spoken to Israel and 
Judah between about 750 B.C. and 735 
B. C., Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah, brings out 
incidental, testimony to the social, political, 
and religious results of these years of peace, 
prosperity, and masterfulness. Hosea (4: 
1,2) declared to Northern Israel, ‘‘ There is no 
truth, nor goodness, nor knowledge of God in 
the land. There is naught but swearing and 
breaking faith, and killing, and stealing, and 
committing adultery.’’ So Amos said (5: 


12), **I know how manifold are your trans- 
gressions, and how mighty are your sins—ye 
that afflict the just, that take a bribe, and 























LESSON FOR MAY 14 (Isaiah 6) 


that turn aside the needy in the gate from 
their right.’’ 

Get one member of the class to read the 
verses in Amos 1-9 and Isaiah 2-4, 6, which 
describe social evils, Let another gather up 
and read those which describe religious short- 
comings. Leta third note and report upon 
the passages which declare what Jehovah was 
planning to do to his people. Let still an- 
other coliect the phrases in which God is de- 
scribed. These reports will bring out (1) a 
deplorable condition of social morals; (2) a 
real, although not nominal, ignoring of Jeho- 
vah’s claims, amounting to irreligion ; (3) an 
interesting description of Jehovah in terms of 
character ; and (4) a very definite expectation 
of visitatiog and punishment through an in- 
vading army. 

The form given to the eh nape of the 
coming punishment is explicable in the light 
of historical happenings in Western Asia, 
In 745 B.C. Tiglath-pileser, an enthusiast 
in war, ascended the Assyrian throne. He 
did not immediately «start westward from 
Nineveh, but every public man in Western 
Asia knew about him and feared his ap- 
proach. A great dread of* the Assyrian 
armies possessed the smaller nations. The 
Assyrian soldiers were terrors, ‘‘a combina- 
tion,’’ says Smith, ‘*of the Roman and the 
red Indian,’’ ferocious, unpitying, almost 
irresistible, unnecessarily cruel. ‘heir in- 
vasion was expected by these prophets at an 
early date. 

‘The argument of Amos may be thus sum- 
marized : Jehovah is the Righteous One and 
expects righteousness in his people. But ye, 
O Israel, are oppressive, unjust, cruel, im- 
moral, luxurious, selfish, really irreligious, 
almost beyond repentance. Jehovah has no 
recourse but to bring a judgment upon you, 
—the conquering Assyrian army. He em- 
phasizes the character of Jehovah, the conse- 
quent standards which he enforces on his own 
people, the existing situation and the awful 
consequences, 

The unique idea to the nation Israel in all 
this would have been the thought that Jeho- 
vah of Israel was employing the Assyrian 
king and armyas his agent in bringing Israel 
to godly repentance. Humanly speaking, the 
average Israelite would have endorsed the 
reasoning of the officers of Sennacherib 
quoted in 2 Kings 18 : 22, 29-35. To him 
the capture of Israel by Assyria would in- 
volve a loss of confidence in Jehovah’s power, 
and either the transfer of his homage to the 
gods of Assyria or atheism, ‘‘ But,’ de- 
clared Amos, ‘‘you forget that Jehovah 
places righteousness above security or pros- 
perity. Righteousness is essential to our life. 
Jehovah is bringing the Assyrian to ravage 
our land in order to awaken our consciences 
to our deplorable situation morally and spir- 
itually. Better a crippled or destroyed king- 
dom than a corrupt people, unable because 
unworthy to be the agents of his beneficent 
will.’? Thus at a stroke this Israelitish farmer 
(Amos 7 : 14, 15) established the charactef 
of God, his worldwide sway and the princi- 
ples of his rule over mankind. 

Isaiah 2-4 is held by many to be a collec- 
tion of early addresses prefaced (2: 2-5) and 
concluded (4 : 2-6) by later material, For 
our present purposes we should read 2 : 6 to 
4:1. Notice what this passage has to say 
about Jehovah’s disapproval of existing con- 
ditions in Judah, and what these conditions 
are,—the practise of soothsaying, of magic, 
even of idolatry, the luxury and vice, the 
foppish parades of the rich women, effemi- 
nate rulers, corrupt judges, exalted tyrants. 
Notice also what the prophet has to say about 
the outcome of it all. 

‘The sixth chapter of Isaiah describes the 
call of the young prophet of Jerusalem to his 
ministry of arousing Judah’s conscience and 
of guiding the nation to reform. It was the 
beginning of a long ministry, at least forty 
years. Where was he when he received the 
vision? In whose presence did Isaiah sud- 
denly find himself standing ? What was the 
meaning of the presence of seraphim? They 
are mentioned only in ths one passage. They 
guard Jehovah from contact with anything 
impure. They emphasize his holiness and 
glory. What would such a vision declare 
concerning the character of God? Kent as- 
swers, ‘* His supreme majesty and his moral 
sanctity.”? Smith says, ‘‘As immeasurably 
exalted and holy.’’ What effect had the con- 
viction of God’s character upon the prophet? 
How was his sense of unworthiness assuaged ? 
How true it is that a clear conviction of God’s 
goodness and purity impels a man to clean 
house himself ! 

When Isaiah had been convinced of his 
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forgiveness, what call did he receive? What 
sort of mission was he.to have? Verses 
9, 10 doubtless mean that his message would 
be received by Judah with apathy or con- 
tempt. Such is the hard lot of every prophet 
of truth, What was to be the outcome of 
his preaching? Repeated calamities, a 
wasted country, a surviving remnant of peo- 
ple. The last verse compares Judah to a 
stump which retains vitality enough to send 
up fresh shoots and grow again. It amounted 
to the declaration that God’s judgment would 
purify but not destroy Judah. His plans 
would still go forward. 

In closing this lesson consider : 

The Two Prophets. How did they differ 
in occupation and in preparation for their 
work? God uses all manner of men. 

The Conditions they Faced in Israel and 
Judah. How did these compare with social 
conditions in our age? 

Their Message. ‘What elements in the 
character of God did they emphasize? What 
results did they expect from a new compre- 
hension of God’s character? Was . their 
message on the whole one of judgment or of 
promise ? 


Booxs THAT May BE USED. 


Fora straightforward interpretation of these 
portions of the prophetic writings in their 
proper historical order and setting, see San- 
ders and Kent’s ‘* Messages of the Earlier 
Prophets,’’ pages 23-44, 79-91. A fuller ex- 
position of the same passages and from much 
the same point of view will be found in 
George Adam Smith’s fine volumes, ‘‘ The 
Book of the Twelve,’ i; pages 61-207, or 
‘* The Book of Isaiah,’’ i-xxxix, pages I-90. 
The articles ‘* Isaiah ’’ and ‘* Jerusalem,’ in 
any recent Dictionary of the Bible will be 
valuable, or any of the numerous volumes on 
the prophets. 


Dai_Ly HOME WoRK ON THE NEXT LESSON 

Lesson for May 21 is 2 Kings 15: 32 to 
16:20; Isaiah5; 7:1t010: 4. 

Monday.—Read 2 Kings 15 : 32-38 and 
2 Chronicles 27, the reign of Jotham. Prob- 
ably during all but two or three of the years 
of his reign he was actually the regent 
(2 Kings 15 : 5). 

Tuesday.—Read 2 Kings 16: 1-6; Isaiah 
7: 1-9: the panic of Ahaz, and Isaiah’s ad- 
vice to him to have confidence in Jehovah. 

Wednesday.—Read Isaiah 7 : 10-25, the 
refusal of Ahaz to depend upon Jehovah: 
the Immanuel prophecy. 

Thursday.— Read Isaiah 8: 1to9:7,a 
prophecy of swift and sure judgment with a 
promise of future deliverance. 

Friday.— Read Isaiah 9: 8 to 10:4; 5: 
24-30, a prediction of this period of impend- 
ing disaster because of Judah’s sins. 

Saturday.—Read 2 Kings 16 : 7-20 and 
2 Chronicles 28 : 16-21. How Ahaz made 
himself a vassal of Assyria and imported an 
Assyrian altar, 

Sunday. — Read Isaiah 5 : 1-23. Jeho- 
vah’s vineyard and what he must do with it, 


THE NExT LESSON ANALYZED FOR STUDY. 


The Young King on the Throne. 1. What 
indications of his character? 2, What was 
his religious policy ? 

The Crisis Suddenly Confronting Him 
(Isa. 7:1-9). 3. What was the probable rea- 
son for the coalition against him? 4. What 
defensive step was Ahaz tempted to take? 
5. What was Isaiah’s stirring advice to him? 

tsaiah’s Prophesying at this Period. 6. 
What did he have to say about a coming ca- 
lamity, the reasons for it, the outcome of it? 

The Actual Policy of Ahat. 7. What did 
he do? 8. With what immediate and re- 
moter results ? 

The Song of Isaiah about Jehovah’s Vine- 
yard. 9. What was the real vineyard? 10. 
Had the owner lost patience? 11. What 
were the sins for which Judah was being 
judged ? 

WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS, 


—- 


Convention Calendar — 


The [Missionary] World, at 
Boston. . : — 24 to May 20 


Montana, at Bozeman . . . May 2-5 
West Virginia, at Parkersburg . . May 2-4 
Kansas, at Hutchinson . 2 . . May 2-4 
North Dakota, at Fargo. ..... May 16-18 
Illinois, at Quincy . ... . May 23-25 
New York, at Elmira . - May 31 to June 2 
Ohio, at Dayton : - June 6-8 
Tennessee, at Chattanooga eee « -peneGe 
Iowa, at Cedar Rapids . . . June 6-8 
International Convention, at 

San Francisco... .. . . Jume 20-24 








Join the big 
Santa Fe excursion 
to the 





International 
Sunday-School 


Convention 


You will be certain of every 
travel comfort—new, clean, per- 
fectly appointed cars—a_ well 
made, heavily ballasted roadbed 
(oil sprinkled where needed), 
blocksignals safeguard the way, 
and Fred Harvey serves the 
meals. 

You will see the strangest and 
most interesting corners of our 


country. 


Many 
Santa Fe 


storied 









San Francisco, Cal. 
june 20 to 27, I9II 


dians. The largest and- most 
beautiful Petrified Forest in 
the world, and the stupendous 
Grand Canyon of Arizona, 
“A mile deep, miles wide and 
painted like a sunset.” 

Send for the Santa Fe travel 
books and the Sunday-school 
folder. If you wish I will make 
Pullman reservations for you 
now. This will insure you a 
choice berth for the trip. 

Please remember the Santa 
Fe has the most comfortable 
summer route to California. 





W. J. BLACK 
Passenger Traffic Manager 
1118 Railway Exchange Building 
Chicago, Ill. 











CHILDREN’S DAY|# 


nal vil- 
lages or 
the prim- 
itive Pu- 
eblo In- 
THE FESTIVAL SONG BUDGET 
May Issue (ready about April 15th) will a the 
music of our latest Children’s Day s, in- 
cluding ‘‘ The Missionary Hero of TXbrador,” anew 
story and sons service. 

Send 25 cents $r a I, *s subscription (at 
least four issues). You will then get our new services 
for each of the Festival occasions, including Chil- 

Day, Christmas and Easter, as 
bound in one volume instead of 
Every issue is worth the price of 
More convenient and less 


dren’s Day, Rall 
soon as published, 
separate leaflets. 
the year’s subscription. 
expensive for you. 


Single (May) issue mailed for 10 cents. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 
265 West 36th St. i4W. Westinsiee St. 


New York Chicago, Ill. 
1013 Fourth National Bank Building, Atlanta, Ga. 


CHILDREN’S DAY MUSIC 


that should appeal to those who are looking for “‘ Music 

of Quality ’’ set to words that mean something, not a 

mere collection written to fit the music. 

SONGS OF LOVE RR PRAISE. (Hew 1911 
Music RG pas: . Middieton. Words ay tn 


Frank E. G 
Pebiie by W. A. Post. Words by 


IN ROSE TIME. 
various aut 

GLAD FESTAL. Day. Music by Gideon Froelich, 
Words by Marian Froelich. 
Prices: Per hundred, $4.00 prepaid. Cash with 
pte 9 oa Specimen dice of the three 

‘or 10 cen 

PAVOK ITE DRILLS AND RECITATIONS. A 

collection of New and Original Drills and Recita- 
tions for Children’s Day that is sure to please. Do 
not fail to get this one. Price 15 cents postpaid. 

7 ASA {@ West Thi x Street, New York 

HULL CO. ( Methodist W. Washiagton St., Chicago 


5 DAY 2 Music for the Sun- 
aUaCH yn" aro FLawaks AN) son 
ie m3 ildre y services, yi0y ERS A of which is 


rticularly brilliant and melodious. Price, postpaid, 
Be por des. 4.40 per hun Enc _— 5 aa in somine 


for a roll of samples TION D the abo 
pO SRE SAS MAN tet enor ee 
orak on BURGH CHO! 


d,15¢ per co 
=a 8 Day anthem, also a Decoration Day anthem. 








1 for May Pings a beautiful 
paid, 10¢ per copy, $1.20 per doz. 


Children’s Day cantatas for the Sunday School ar¢de- 
— on soges 4 of our new catalog, mailed for the 
cho F Addr 


ROSCHE & 00. { ICMSek en's Within Se. 
CHILDREN’S DAY 


SEND ALL ORDERS FOR 
No matter ty whom published, to 


Methodist Episcopal room 


1018 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Send 10 cents in stamps for six best services. 
DO YOU KNOW that you can obtain ‘oom our Book 
Room, at lowest prices, promptly. & ny book 
lished, Children’s Day and Rally Day 








ub- 
Supplies ? P 
| 


CHILDREN'S DAY EXERCISES 


: he Glad Me ee on Send [O.cents 
ummer’s Song 
The Flowers’ Return | * **"thrce "of the 


These exercises surpass in beauty and charm any 
we have heretofore published, abounding in bright 
sin = Ry Ss, containing many new features. 

ron, a new choir cantata for Floral 
Day or general use, by ALFRED he Price 50c. 
Day or subject to discount. Se 5c. for sample. 


HALL- MACK CO, geass". 
MUSIC FOR CHILDREN'S DAY 


Golden Splendor 
Floral Praise 


The new way to celebrate Children’s Day is to render 
the great song story entitled A Story of the Orient, 
for a chorus of yous people and a reader. Something 
different—Unique—Interesting. 15 cents the copy. 
Special prices to schools ordering in quantity. 


1028 Arch St., Phila 
Adam Geibel Mus, Co, z332s3¢; New yore, 
Write now. ag eens im 
BOOK AGENTS sss m2 
— “One one 37, pooks 


in 12 hours. ‘ Mother's Story of the Bible’ ibles. 


The international Bible House, Dept. S-S., Philadelphia,Pa. 


The Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, April 29, 1911 





in pa. ‘tor’ , = 
of both 











Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter * 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, eithér to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 


One copy, or any number. of 
$ 1.00 copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. 


One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

. One -fréé copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Great 
Victories 


AMERICAN 
STANDARD 
BIBLE 


At Cincinnati, on October 19, 1910, 
the General Convention of the 


Protestant 
Episcopal Church 


adopted a resolution in favor of 

the permissive use of the Revised Version. 

‘the American Standard Bible is 
the standard text book used in all the great 
universities, theological seminaries, col- 
leges and the Young Men's Christian Asso- 
ciation, and is recognized as the best by 
the editors of the 

International Sunday School Lessons 

and the Sunday School publications of the 
great denominational publishing houses. 

The of what is being done is 
shown in one order recently received from 
the Gideons for 


25,000 sinnic-a Bibles 
To be delivered by June 1st 


and the presses and bindery will need to 
work night and day to supply them. 

it requ: to bring the 
King James revision Ite such general 
use as the American Standard is at the 
present time. 

We have the most complete line of Bibles in 
existence, in all sizes of type, all styles of binding, 
and can supply a Bible or Testament to suit any one 
in the King James or American Standard Version. 
For sale by all leading Booksellers. Prices from 35 

cents up. Send for booklet and price list to 

THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
381 A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

















A SERVICE FOR 


Mother’s 
Day MAY 14, 


IQgort 
Prepared by Hugh Cork 
Assistant General Secretary of the 
International Sunday School Association 


OTHER'S DAY has touched 
the heart-life of the Sun- 
day-school. It will be 

widely observed this year. Miss 
Anna M. Jarvis, the founder of 
Mother’s Day, has been greatly 
encouraged by the readiness with 
which her idea has been adopted. 
It is the day upon which we re- 
member in special ways with even 
more than ordinary emphasis our 
debt to the mother whom we love. 

Mr. Cork's program is_ based 
upon the theme: Mother, Home, 

eaven. It includes Scripture 
readings, familiar hymns, and 

uotations from other literature. 
Phe emblem of Mother’s Day is a 
white carnation, which should be 
worn by every member of the 
school. 

The service is a four-page folder, 
brief enough to occupy only that 
portion of the exercises usually 
devoted to the opening service. 
‘There will be ample time for les- 
son-study in connection with it, 


Price, $1.00 a hundred, the publishers 
paying the postage. Single copies, 2 cts. 


THe Sunpay Scuoo.t Times Co. 


103t Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 




















The 
DUPLEX ENVELOPE 
SYSTEM OF 


CHURCH COLLECTIONS 


DUPLE X—Richmend, Va. 
Write fer Cherry Calendar, free 











cue DBELES *::: 
Chime a Specialty 
Peal UcSuane Bai Founecr Co., Bsirmcae, Me., U.S.A. 


| judged according to his viewpoint. 
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| Books Worth Noting 


Recent Books on Sunday- 
School Work 


HORT and suggestive books on Sunday- 
school method that will arouse in 
lagging workers the eager spirit of 

service are always in order; and there is 
equal need of more extended treatments, 
which will meet this eager spirit with the 
knowledge for which it so quickly discovers 
its need. Of these two classes of books, the 
first is finely illustrated in Mr. Hamby’s 
crisp little ‘*Getting and Holding.’’ In 
concrete fashion this practical author points 
out on the right band and on the left, now a 
need, here an opportunity, there a device, 
by which one who would get, teach, and 
hold a class may do so successfully. ‘The 
absence of any attempt to preach to the 








| reader, the vivid concreteness of every illus- 


tration, the soundness of the advice, and the 
remarkable power of the author to stop 
when he is through, make this book a rather 
noteworthy contribution to the lighter litera- 
ture of Sunday-school method. (Getting 
and Holding. By William H. Hamby. 
The Sunday School Times Co. 50 cents.) 


To the same class belongs J. RK. Pepper’s 
wise and fatherly little collection of sugges- 
tions to the thoughtful superintendent. ‘The 
experiences of Mr. Pepper’s thirty years, 
in his Memphis Sunday-school, in the In- 
ternational Lesson Committee and Execu- 
tive Committee, and in his denominational 
Sunday-school work, amply qualify him to 
speak with authority, both to the young 
superintendent and to his old-time brethren 
of the desk. Progress in grading has con- 
siderably shifted the emphasis in Sunday- 
school work since Mr, Pepper began the 
notable ministry here summarized; but the 
sound sense, administrative wisdom, and de- 
votion to the needs of teachers and pupils 
which this little book embodies, are as much 
needed, and as seldom found, as ever. 
(Thirty Years at the Superintendent's Desk. 
By J. R. Pepper. Revell. 25 cents.) 


If every author of a training-class text- 
book could write with the lucid expression, 
paragraphic simplicity, _ logical symmetry, 
and adaptation to class reproduction which 
characterize the text-books of Dr. Jesse 
Lyman Hurlbut, the popularity of these 
would be harder to explain. In ‘*Organ- 
izing and Building Up the Sunday-School ”’ 
Dr. Hurlbut has given us a worthy successor 
to his former well-known manuals. _Dis- 
carding the choppy, analytic form which has 
made these manuals useless for anything but 
the class-room, the author gives us in seven- 
teen chapters a book easy to read, to grasp, 
to remember, and to review. The familiar 
blackboard analyses and class questions are 
relegated to the appendix. The treatment 
is characteristically objective. In every 
chapter we see the real Sunday-school and 
face actual problems of organization and 
administration ; and if this gives us less of 
theory and vision than many modern workers 
could desire, it fits the book for correspond- 
ingly wide usefulness among those whose 
concepts of the Sunday-school are fixed, and 
who want help in making the old kind of a 
school better worth maintaining. (Organ- 
tsing and Building Up the Sunday-School. 
By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, Eaton and 
Mains. 65 cents, net.) 


Comparisons are interesting between Dr. 
Hurlbut’s book and its mate in the same 
series, ‘*’The Graded Sunday-School in 
Principle and Practice,’? by Henry H. 
Meyer. Dr. Hurlbut is a practical Sunday- 
school man who tries to be soundly theoreti- 
cal; Mr. Meyer is a student of pedagogy 
and an ardent advocate of fundamental edu- 
cational reforms in the Sunday-school who 
tries to be practical. Both writers are in 
large degree successful; but each must be 
In Mr. 
Meyer’s book we find a careful condensation 
of the essential principles of graded Sunday- 
school work, with a glance at the historical 
development of Sunday-school gradation, 
and then an interesting set of chapters on 
the application of these principles in the 
grading and conduct of a Sunday-schooi. 
The principles governing the selection of the 
International series of graded lessons are 
stated with authority, Mr. Meyer being a 





tee’s use ; and the details of the courses are 
presented and discussed with as much ful- 
ness as is possible in the present incomplete 
state of the series. Many of the difficulties 
which have perplexed intelligent pastors and 
superintendents in the work of introducing 
these lessons are covered by the explanations 
and suggestions here given. (Zhe Graded 
Sunday-Schoolin Principle and Practice. By 
Henry H. Meyer, Ph.D, Eaton and Mains, 
75 cents, net.) 


The rapid expansion of adult class organi- 

zation has developed hitherto a rather frag- 
mentary literature of guidance, chiefly in 
leaflet form. Recognizing the need of some- 
thing more substantial, the Board of Sunday- 
schools of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
has added to its correspondence study course 
series a text-book designed especially for the 
help of its adult class teachers and officers, 
which ought materially to aid in the uplift of 
this part of its field. Its educational direc- 
tor, Mr. Barclay, here sets forth the new 
Sunday-school ideal, explains what is good 
teaching and good service for an adult class 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, re-states 
in excellent shape the standard principles of 
pedagogy as applied to the problenis of adult 
classes, and gives many references and 
quotations. Though frankly official in some 
of its details, there is nothing in the book’s 
pone treatment to interfere with its help- 
ulness among the workers of any denomina- 
tion. (Zhe Adult Worker and His Work. 
By Wade Crawford Barclay. Jennings and 
Graham. 50 cents net.) 


Canadian professors seem to have a knack 
for short statements on the Bible that do 
justice to modern views without the sacrifice 
of those fundamental principles of Bible 
authority which the church has wisely deter- 
mined not to abandon, A series of brief 
treatments, written to fit the specifications 
of the International First Standard Teacher- 
training Course, is now largely in use in all 
the leading Canadian denominations; and 
five of these, bound in attractive form, are 
issued as ‘*The Evangel First Standard 
‘Teacher-Training Course.’’ ‘The freshness 
and the depth of the studies here given on 
the Old Testament and the New, the pupil, 
the teacher, and the school, are as encoura- 
ging to the critic as they are likely to prove 
acceptable to the everyday student and 
teacher, The maps are simple but well 
drawn ; the first four sections are devoid o 
any special indication of their Canadian 
origin; and the International Teacher- 
training Superintendent, Dr. Franklin Mc- 
Elfresh, leads one to an unusually lofty and 
inspiring point of view in his admirable little 
introduction. (7he Evangel First Standard 
Teacher-Training Course. F.M. Barton Co, 
35 cents.) 








Dame Nature Hints 
When the Food is Not Suited 


When Nature gives her signal that 
something is wrong, it is generally with 
the food; the old Dame is always faith- 
ful, and one should act at once. 

To put off the change is to risk that 
which may be irreparable. An Arizona 
man says : 

‘*For years I could not safely eat any 
breakfast. I tried all kinds of breakfast 
foods, but they were all soft, starchy 
messes, which gave me distressing head- 
aches. I drank strong coffee, too, which 
appeared to benefit me at the time, but 
added to the headaches afterwards. 
Toast and coffee were no better, for I 
found the toast very constipating. 

‘‘A friend persuaded me to quit coffee 
and the starchy breakfast foods, and use 
Postum and Grape-Nutsinstead. I shall 
never regret taking his advice. 

‘The change they have worked in me 
is wonderful. I now have no more of 
the distressing sensations in my stomach 
after eating, and I never have any head- 
aches. I have gained 12 pounds in 
weight and feel better in every way. 
Grape-Nuts make a delicious as well as 
a nutritious dish, and I find that Postum 
is easily digested and never produces 
dyspepsia symptoms.”’ 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
| Creek, Mich. = 
| Get the little book, ‘* The Road to Well- 
| ville,” in pkgs. ‘‘ There's a Reason.” 
Ever read the above letter? Anew 
| One appears from time to time. The 





7 
member of the conference which has furn- | are genuine, true, and full of human 
ished these lessons for the Lesson Commit- ' interest. 
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The 

Glad Hand 
Bible Class 
Welcomes 
The Sunday 
School Times 


Mr. E. H. Moses, of Mc- 
Keesport, Pa., is the leader of 
that class, and he has just 
sent a three-months’ trial sub- 
scription for fifty-one copies of 
the paper. 


> 


The Glad Hand example is 
a good one. There are thou- 
sands of other adult classes 
that would do well to open 
the way for The Sunday 
School Times to come with 
definite usefulness into the life 
and work of every member. 


And that is just what class 
after class zs xow doing. 


Many adult Bible students, 
although they are not teachers, 
are perceiving the need for 
more thorough study of the 
Word, for a deeper knowledge 
of character-building, for a 
broader outlook upon the 
white harvest-fields of Chris- 
tian service. Hence a new 
and growing willingness to 
take hold harder and more 
earnestly in real co-work with 
the Bible class leader. Hence 
a welcome to The Sunday 
School Times. 


Will you and your class to- 
gether make this paper wel- 
come for a_ three-months’ 
friendly visit? It is an inex- 
pensive visitor—1g cents for 
three months, 13 issues, for 
each subscription when five 
or more are ordered at one 
|time. And a free copy is given 
with every ten paid for. 


The: better kind of Bible 
class is the kind that extends 
|the glad hand to a good new 

idea. If this idea seems good 
/to you'will you say so with a 
| prompt subscription ? 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


1031 Walnut Street, - - 

















LESSON FOR MAY 14 (isaiah 6) 





Workers’ Questions 
Answered 





Temperance Questions 
By Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens 


Secretary Temperance Committee of the 
International Sunday School Association 


IPAVA, ILL.—The Temperance Lesson of the 
second quarter (May 21) is scheduled as. Anti- 
Cigaret Day. ‘The Scripture pees selected 
is Isaiah 5 : 1-12, the ‘‘ Song of the Vineyard."’ 
I have been trving to discover some connec- 
tion between that lesson text and the cigaret 
evil, Where can such connection be found ? 

The connection is not difficult. Isaiah’s 
‘*Song of the Vineyard’ gives a vivid word 
picture of*‘ choicest vines ’’ planted in a *‘ ve 
fruitful hill,’? well watered, well cultivated, 
yet failing to yield good fruit. This vineyard 
that failed, that finally lay waste, grown up 
to thorns and briers, was the vineyard of 
God’s people. 

Spend little time discussing the ‘‘ vineyard ’’ 
that failed in Palestine twenty-five centuries 
ago. Instead, let the thought of the lesson 
be brought to bear directly on God’s vine- 
yard in our own land, and in this year 1911. 

The boys and girls in our Sunday-schools 
are God’s vineyard now, ‘‘ choicest vines,’’ 
and they ought to yield abundant harvest of 
finest fruit in lives of strength and noble 
service. Hold up the ideal of a fruitful life. 
‘Then present the facts proving that this ideal 
can not be realized when the strength and 
vitality of the vines is sapped by such prac- 
tises as the cigaret habit. Present concrete, 
actual instances of ‘‘ vines’ that fail through 
this cause. Then, because each desires to 
reach the ideal of a fruitful life, urge all to 
choose abstinence from the cigaret and liquor 
habits, and to record this choice in pledge- 
signing. 

Suggest some methods and material to be 
used in observing Anti-Cigaret Day (May 21) 
in an interesting and effective way. 

Select stirring songs to be sung by the 
whole school; songs that ring with moral 
courage; songs that are full of the inspira- 
tion of heroism, and of splendid steadfastness 
in fighting evil; songs full of the confidence 
that victory is sure. A few vigorous, vital 
words of application and explanation will 
make every member who joins in the singing 
realize that he is enlisted for heroic service 
in the Sunday-school temperance army. 

Choose Bible verses that bear closely upon 
the thought of the day; and a week in ad- 
vance of your service assign appropriate 
texts to different classes or individuals. ‘To 
illustrate, seven girls in one class might 


recite the seven verses describing the vine- | 


yard that failed to bear fruit (Isa. 5 : 1-7). 
Following this same thought different boys 
may render texts chosen from John 15, ,de- 
scribing the true vine and its branches, that 
‘* bear much fruit.’’ 


Collect striking items and paragraphs bear- 
ing upon the cigaret habit and its effects. 
Such paragraphs might be grouped under 
special headings, and should be read by 
members when called for. There might be 
three groups of such items: 

1. Items dealing with the loss of bodily, 
mental, and moral strength caused by cigaret 
using. 

2. Items describing the 
cigaret habit. 

3. Items showing how the doors of op- 
portunity and usefulness are closed to cigaret 
users. 

Distribute these items several days or a 
week previous to your service, so that each 
may be carefully practised and rendered 
smoothly and effectively. 

Secure the best possible speaker to de- 
scribe the earnest, unceasing efforts of 
churches, societies, educators, and law- 
makers to end the cigaret habit and the 
cigaret business.» If such a speaker uses 
maps, pictures, charts, or any material that 
appeals to the eye, so much the better. 

Provide a Wall-Pledge, and an abundant 
supply of double Pledge-cards (cards pledg- 
ing the signer to abstinence from cigarets 
and alcohol.) Pledge-cards are supplied by 
The Sunday School Times Co., Philadel- 
phia.(2 cents each ; $1.00 a hundred) ; by 
the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion, 805 Hartford Building, Chicago (50 
cents a hundred); and by several State Sun- 


slavery of the 


-daddy,’’ Ben insisted. 


And the little folks may | 
contribute their share by rendering the text | 
about ‘‘ the little foxes that spoil the vines.’’ | 
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day-school associations, and by temperance 
organizations. Enlist every member of suit- 
able intelligence in your army of Sunday- 
school temperance pledge signers, 

Specially good leaflets to be distributed 
and carried home are : The Cigaret-Smoking 
Boy; from Professor William McKeever, 
Manhattan, Kansas; 2 cents each; $1.00 
per hundred. A String of Stories for 
Boys Who Smoke and Boys Who Don’t; 
from 1119 Woman’s Temple, Chicago; 2 
for 5 cents; $2.00 per hundred. What I 
Have Seen of Cigarets; by Judge Ben B. 
Lindsey ; 2 cents each; 25 cents per hun- 
dred ; from National Woman’s Christian 
Temperance Union, Literature Building, 
Evanston, III. 

Many other strong anti-cigaret leaflets 
may be obtained by sending stamps for sam- 
ples (§ cents in stamps is suggested) to The 
Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia; 
Scientific Temperance Federation, 23 Trull 
Street, Boston ; National Temperance Soci- 
ety, 3 East 14th Street, New York City. 





| Children at Home 





When Rover Went Fishing 
» By Elizabeth Roberts Burton 


OVER was a fisherman’s dog, and spent 
his days roving about the harbor, 
gathering up the fish that were thrown 

away, skirting in and out among the boats, 
and playing with the fishermen’s children. 

To tell the truth, Rover had pretty good 
times always, but his happiest days were 
those spent in the boat with his master. 

How quiet he was then! Of course he 
barked a little when he first stepped into the 
boat, just to show how pleased he was, but 
he soon settled down very quietly, keenly 
watching everything that happened. 

When the children went along, Rover was 
pretty sure to go, too. 

** He has such good manners,’’ Rob always 
said, ‘* that it is a pleasure to take him.’’ 

It was very exciting to watch papa pull in 
a big fish, and Rover would like to be closer 
to watch, but he was too well bred to push 
forward when he was not wanted. He would 
gaze intently at the line until it trembled, 
and then he trembled, too, and glanced 
anxiously into the water. And how pleased 
he was when a fish was drawn in ! 

**T am sure he could catch one himself, 
** Please let him try.’’ 

Papa laughed. 

**] am afraid Rover wouldn’t make a fisher- 
man, even if he does enjoy the sport,’’ he 
answered, ‘Still, if you want him to try, 
I’ll givehimachance. Comehere, Rover !’’ 

Rover obeyed. 

** Now, open your mouth and hold tight, 
tight, I say,’? and papa placed the rod in 
Rover’s mouth, 

And then the sport began. 
really be able to catch a fish? 

His eyes shone with pleasure, and yet he 
looked very serious, too. He understood 
that this was a very important thing he was 
doing. And how steadily he held the rod, 
his eyes turning eagerly toward the water. 

**Keep quiet, Rover! Keep very quiet !”’ 
papa whispered, and Rover scarcely breathed. 

And now, what was this? The line was 
moving! Rover’s hair fairly stood up. A 
bite, a bite! Yes, a fish was surely nibbling. 

Papa began to reel in. Yes, the line was 
jerking now, jerking quite violently, 

Still papa was winding the reel, and the 
fish could be seen jumping around in the 
water. 

** Oh, it’s a fine one, too, it’s a fine one,”’ 
Ben whispered joyously. ‘‘ Just see, Rob!”’ 

And now papa took the rod from faithful 
Rover’s mouth and gently swung the 
‘*catch’’ in. And didn’t somebody dance 
then! And wasn’t somebody proud! Rover 
never had sc many hugs and pats in his life, 
and the boys were so wild that papa had to 
tell them to keep quiet, or they would tumble 
overboard. 

‘*I knew he could doit. I knew he could 
do it,’? Ben gurgled. ‘‘Oh, isn’t he great? 
He’s a first-class fisherman.’ 

** Yes, he is,’’ papa agreed, ‘‘for he can 
keep quite still. He’s a fine fellow.”’ 

And Rover had praise from every one in 
the village that day. Indeed, I think the 


Would Rover 


day he caught a fish was the happiest in his | 


life. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


It’s the very nature of a soda 
cracker to absorb moisture and 
foreign odors. 


That’s why the ordinary soda cracker 
remained so long in obscurity. 


The advent of Uneeda Biscuit and the moisture- 
proof and odor-repelling package changed 

all this—for Uneeda Biscuit, the perfect 

soda cracker, keeps select company 

—its own. 


To-day the goodness, the 
freshness and body-build- 
ing virtues of Uneeda 
Biscuit are acclaimed 

in tenement and 

mansion. 


Never Sold 
in Bulk 
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The Book to Help the Social Life of the Church 


The Minister’s 
Social Helper 


By Theresa H. Wolcott 





Originally appearing in The Ladies’ Home 
Journal, the chapters of this book offer a 
wealth of suggestions for wholesome enter- 
tainment, hints on making the _ instruc- 
tion of young people interesting, financial 
plans that include neither sale nor barter, 
and all sorts of sensible ways of encour- 
aging the social life of the church. Fuliy 
illustrated, more than 350 pages. A book 
for all church workers. Price, $1.00 net. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - - Philadelphia, Pa. 
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THE BUTCHER 
7 SPOTLESS 





This is the Butcher of Spotiess Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
For folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no yor like cleanly 
surroundin hat is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. ' 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, May 14, 1911 


The Universal Duty of Making Pledges 
(Psa. 61 : 5-8). (Led by the Lookout 
Committee.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—Jacob’s pledge (Gen. 28 : 20-22). 

TUES Tae pledges (Judg. 11 : 30, 
34-36). 

WED.—Joshua’s pledge (Josh. : 14, 15). 

‘THUR.—A pledge <ejected (1 Rings 18 : 
ai, 22). 

Fri.—Unwritten pledges (Luke 16 : 13). 

Sat.—Living the pledge (Psa. 56 : 11-13). 











Gaete Scripture passages about vows. 
ell of some who refused to pledge them- 
selves to Christ. 

What helps yo most in the Christian En- 
deavor pledge 


UPPOSE a person who said, ‘‘I don’t 
believe in making pledges,’’ actually 
lived in accordance with this opinion, 

what would be the consequence? He could 
not take employment, for the workman in 
any sphere of life promises to give work in 
return for his wage. He could not give 
employment except on the understanding 
that those whom he employed pledged them- 
selves to nothing a return. He could not 
give or receive checks, for they are pledges 
to pay. He could not take any security for 
money loaned, for all such security is a 
pledge. He could not carry any money 
except gold and silver, for all paper money 
is only a pledge to pay, and even gold and 
silver money are partial pledges, for the 














HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
forthe SUNDAY - SCHOOL 
Published, October, 1908. 
Used and liked in hundreds of schools 
Introductory price, full cloth, 30 cents. Send 
Jor a sample copy 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 


ALLOWED new sxa'ouo 














NEW and OLD 


$25 per 100, not prepaid, 35 cents per copy by mail. 
ea mailed to 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 


SONGS s KING'S, BUSINESS 





to every department of wor 
Bindings, $17.50, $22.50, $25.00 per 100, wot prepaid. 
Returnable. Samples mailed to prospective purchasers. 


FISCHER, 602 Lakeside Bidg.. Chicago 


Choice Farm Mortgages 


Established over thirty years. 





Never one dollar of loss of either | 
principal or interest. Only gilt 


edge personally inspected securi- | 


ties offered. Best of references. Descriptions and 
rates on application. Farm Loan De ment. 


The Bank of Brookings 3*s*iz¢ 





the 











ACGME WIRE FENCE 60,683 GB, ATWATER ST., SETROIT, 


BROWN’'S 
BRONCHIAL TROCHES 





are prepared in convenient form of simple | 


medicinal substances, most beneficial in the 
treatment of throat affections. Free from 
opiates or other harmful ingredients. 

Price, 25c, 50c and $1.00. Sample free 
John I. Brown & Son Boston, Mass, 





bullion that is in them is not the full value 
| of the money. He could not have his chil- 
| dren baptized or himself join the visible 
| church, for each of these acts involves a 
| promise of fidelity. He could not even be 
| married, for there are marriage vows which 
| are given in pledge of loyalty and love. If 
| he ever invested money, he could take no 
certificate, stock, or bond for it, for all of 
these are pledges. He could sign no con- 
tracts, give and ask no engagements. In- 
deed, the very bottom would fall out of life 
for such a man. 


Think of some of the many other ways 
than those which have been suggested in 
which life would become impossible for him, 
Suppose that nature made no promises that 
| could be counted upon, What are all 
natural laws but pledges of what we have a 
right to expect ? 


God himself has no hesitation in making 
pledges. From the beginning of the world 
he has spoken to men in promises of what 
he would do if they would obey him and 
love him. Recall some of these great 
promises of God’s to the children of men. 


The highest and noblest of all human 
| pledges is the pledge of Christian disciple- 








Lady Henry Somerset, 


the prominent social reform advo- 
cate, writes : 


“Sanatogen undoubtedly restores 
sleep, invigorates the nerves and braces 
the ae to health. 1 have watched 
its effect on pees whose nervous sys- 
tems have been entirely undermined, 
and I have proved Sanatogen to 
most valuable ”’ 


Mme, Sarah Grand, 


Author of the “‘ Heavenly Twins,” 
writes : 

“1 began to take Sanatogen after 
nearly four years’ enforced idleness 
from extreme debility, and felt the 
benefit almost immediately. And now, 
after taking it steadily three times a day 
for twelve weeks, nd myself able to 
enjoy beth work and play again, and 
also am able to do as much of both as I 
ever did.” 


Mrs, Belva Lockwood, LL.D., 


Secretary International Peace Bu- 
reau, Washington, D. C., writes: 
‘I have used according to direc- 
tions your ‘ Sanatogen,’ and find it not 
only a very pleasant and palatable food 
but a good digester and assimilator. 
find my stomach in a better condition 
after a two weeks’ trial of it than it has 
n betore for two years. I cheerfull 
recommend it to dyspeptics, overworke: 
clerks, feeble children and aged people.”’ 


Mrs, Helen D. Longstreet, 


widow of the distinguished General 
Longstreet, writes : 

‘I have always been assured that 
Sanatogen is an excellent thing for nerv- 
ous fatigue, and now that | have tried 
it myselt for some time, I do not hesi- 
tate to say that the effects are most 
gratifying.” 
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When Nerves and 
Vitality Fail to 
Respond 


HEN your will power is no 
longer able to drive your 
fagged nerves and weary 

body to further effort, when the 
hundred and one demands of so- 
ciety or overburdening household 
duties have drained your nervous 
system to a state of exhaustion, you 
grope about for ‘‘some tonic.’’ But 
make sure you get the right tonic. 
Your doctor very likely will recom- 
mend Sanatogen, the one food tonic 
designed in accordance with nature's 
laws, free from harmful drugs or 
narcotics, 

The remarkable results that this 
remedy has achieved in restoring to 
normal action exhausted nerves and 
debilitated organisms, have brought 
’ forth volumes of praise from the 
highest authorities in the medical 
world. Thousands of women, many 
of them famed in every household 
in the land, have found in Sana- 
togen a supreme nourishing agent 
and restorative. 


Write to-day for a free copy of 
** Our Nerves of Tomorrow.’’ 


If YOU are worn and weary, you owe 
it to yourself and family to investigate 
Sanatogen. Let us send you a free copy 
of our latest publication, ‘‘Our Nerves 
of Tomorrow,’’ by a prominent phy- 
sician-author. It is interestingly writ- 
ten and beautifully illustrated. It isa 
book that will clearly explain to you the 
reasons for most of the ills to which~ 
‘women particularly fall heir. Nothing 
morbid or unpleasant, just plain common 
sense. It also contains testimonials of 
the merit of Sanatogen from some of the 
world’s prominent men and women. 
Write for. YOUR copy to-day. 


Sanatogen 


cent 


$1.00 — $1.90 — $3.60 


Get it from your druggist—if not ob- 
tainable from him, sent upon 
receipt of price by 
THE BAUER CHEMICAL Co. 
§22 Everett Building, New York 


is sold in three sizes : \ 


























| ship. Some have hesitated to take this 
| pledge openly. Good men have refrained 
| from becoming communicant members of 


take it. William Bartlett of Newburyport, 
the great benefactor of Andover Theological 
Seminary in its early years, would not take 
it. But he bound the professors of the 
Seminary by the severcst and strictest pledge 
| in the matter of their doctrinal teaching, 
| He asked of them what he was unprepared. 
to give to Christ. Doubtless he Welteved 
that he was i ed by good motives, ‘by 
self-distrust, by high. ideals, by zeal for the 
purity of the church, Sut if all men pursued 

there would be no church, 
, and if they consistently applied the same 
| principle to all life there would be no organi- 
zation of men and.no human society. 


Christ has a right to ask of us that we will 
openly join ourselves to him and to his 
church, and take <=:1 the vows which we 
ought to take as his followers and friends, 
No one will ever follow Christ perfectly, but 
we shall come much nearer to doing so by 
making to the Lord our vows, and by doing 
so in the congregation of his people. 


God wants the worship of open acknowl- 
edgments. We need the stimulus and 
strength of our commitment openly and 
solemnly to be the Lord’s and to do the 
| Lord’s will, And if we promise, he will 
| fulfil, 


the church because tiey were disinclined to | 
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Where Eise 
Can You 
Find an Investment 


That pays 5 percent interest, from the 
day your money is received— 

That offers abundant security in the form 
of first mortgages on improved real estate— 

That permits you to withdraw your money 
at any time without notice— 

Atid that is backed by a conservatively 
managed company with ample resources 
and 16 years of successful business ex- 
perience ? 

In the entire history of this company 
there has never been a day's delay in the 
mailing of interest checks, or the payment 
of principal, when asked for. 


Let us send you the booklet 
telling all about it. 


THE CALVERT MORTGAGE & DEPOSIT CO. 
1064 Calvert Building, = Baltimore, Md. 


NT YPEWRITERS 3. 


Visible Writers or otherwise. 
L. C. Smiths, Underwoods, Olivers, etc. 
y% to % MFRS. PRICES. 
: Shipped azywhere for Free Trial or 
Rented, allowing rent to apply. Prices $15.00 Up. 


irst class Machines. Full Guarantee. Write for 











hustrated Catalog x5. Your ‘opportunity. pe- 
writer Emporium (Est.1892), 92-94 Lake Si. Chicago 














Sample Pair,Cotton,26c., Silk, 560c.\ 
Mailed on receipt of price, . 
~~ 
GEORGE FROST Co., maxers “ 
Boston, U.S.A. 








When answering advertisements, please 





mention The Sunday School Times. 
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